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Annual  Report 


OF  THK 

SELECTMEN 


Town  of  Attleborough, 


7UI75SS. 


REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN. 


To  the  People  of  Attleborough : 

In  presenting  our  report  at  the  close  of  the  year,  1895, 
when  the  town  of  Attleborough  enters  upon  the  second 
year  of  the  third  century  of  its  incorporation,  we  accept 
with  pleasure  the  opportunity  to  congratulate  our  entire 
people  on  the  general  satisfactory  condition  of  the  affairs 
of  the  town.  Although  the  highest  ideals  have  not  been 
attained  in  any  of  the  various  departments  of  our  municipal 
management,  we  feel  confident  progress  has  been  made  in 
many  directions  and  the  result  of  such  advancement  as  has 
been  made  will  stimulate  a desire  among  our  people  for 
still  higher  advancement  in  the  future. 

The  general  health  of  the  people  within  our  territory 
which  has  been  enjoyed  in  a marked  degree  during  the 
past  year,  with  no  prevailing  epidemic  or  contagious  dis- 
ease to  ravage  our  homes  has  prevented  any  cause  for 
alarm  regarding  our  sanitary  conditions,  and  the  old  time 
healthy  conditions  which  with  few  exceptions  has  been 
proverbial  among  dwellers  within  our  borders  has  contin- 
ued unabated. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  general  de- 
pression of  business  which  pervaded  the  entire  country 
during  the  preceding  year  seemed  to  reach  its  lowest 
point  and  with  the  advent  of  1895  the  conditions  com- 
menced to  brighten  so  that  during  the  year  our  manufac- 
turing industries  have  shown  an  improvement  over  the  year 
1894.  With  the  peculiar  features  of  our  chief  industry,  the 
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energy  and  persistency  of  our  manufacturers  has  been  ex- 
hibited by  their  determination  and  energy  to  push  their 
business  although  their  margin  of  profits  was  small, 
thereby  furnishing  their  employees  with  the  opportunity  to 
comfortably  maintain  themselves  and  their  families  and 
carry  forward  their  plans  for  the  future  in  accordance  with 
the  promptings  which  are  characteristic  of  our  people  and 
the  pride  of  New  England  civilization. 

Having  been  entrusted  by  the  legal  voters  of  Attle- 
borough with  the  management  of  the  municipal  affairs  of 
the  town  we  feel  that  we  would  be  recreant  to  our  duty  if  at 
the  close  of  the  term  for  which  that  trust  was  imposed  upon 
us,  we  should  fail  to  consider  some  of  the  more  prominent 
questions  which  have  demanded  action  by  us,  and  to 
express  our  opinions  regarding  matters  which  in  the  near 
future  must  be  determined  upon,  also  to  make  such  sug- 
gestions regarding  all  matters  of  our  town’s  interest,  as  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  thoughtful  and  candid  voter  to  the 
subject  in  an  unprejudiced  manner  and  thereby  secure  the 
wisest  legislation. 

Highways, 

There  are  about  eighty  miles  of  road  with  the  bridges 
of  the  town  to  be  kept  in  proper  repair  from  an  appropria- 
tion of  $8,000,  and  with  this  consideration  staring  us  in  the 
face  we  are  not  disposed  to  criticise  the  present  condition 
of  our  highways  too  severely.  There  has  been  a percepti- 
ble improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  roads  over  that  of 
last  year,  in  our  outlying  districts  as  well  as  in  the  village 
centre.  The  question  of  good  roads  and  how  to  make 
them  has  been  quite  thoroughly  discussed  from  various 
standpoints  during  the  past  few  years  by  men  who  are 
considered  experts  in  the  art,  and  many  people  seem  to 
allow  themselves  to  draw  conclusions  without  weighing 
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the  environments  with  which  nearly  all  towns  of  our  im- 
portance are  surrounded.  In  some  localities  it  is  a compar- 
atively easy  matter  to  make  and  maintain  a good  road. 
Where  the  natural  condition  and  character  of  the  soil  over 
which  the  road  is  to  be  constructed  are  favorable  and  the 
material  which  must  be  used  to  secure  good  results  is  of 
easy  access,  or  the  wear  of  heavy  teams  is  not  severe,  no 
great  problem  is  involved  in  the  construction  and  care  of 
the  roadway. 

Good  material  in  the  shape  of  gravel  is  not  found 
plentifully  in  our  town,  and  there  are  many  miles  of  our 
roads  where  proper  material  for  road  construction  must  be 
brought  a great  distance,  also  where  by  reason  of  the  land 
elevation  a large  amount  of  labor  is  required  in  the  con- 
struction, all  of  which  must  be  paid  for  and  under  such 
conditions  the  construction  of  a single  mile  of  road  will 
make  quite  an  important  reduction  of  the  appropriation  for 
highway  purposes. 

We  believe  there  is  no  material  which  can  be  used  in 
the  construction  of  our  roads  as  good  as  crushed  stone,  and 
although  its  cost  will  be  much  greater  than  ordinary 
gravel  we  believe  the  durability  of  the  work  performed 
would  warrant  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  construction.  Of 
course  the  benefits  received  from  the  use  of  this  material 
would  be  more  perceptible  on  those  portions  of  our  high- 
way where  public  travel  is  most  frequent.  The  unimpor- 
tant cross  roads  of  the  town  could  no  doubt  be  maintained 
to  a sufficient  standard  of  excellence  with  cheaper  mate- 
rial. 

Good  judgment  and  a practical  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  road  making  on  the  part  of  the  person  who 
has  the  department  in  charge  is  an  indispensible  requisite 
of  road  construction  and  whether  one  or  another  material 
is  used  good  results  cannot  be  obtained  without  it. 
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Bridges. 

There  has  been  no  large  amount  of  money  expended 
on  bridges  during  the  past  year.  Cooper’s  Bridge  on 
Tiffany  street  has  been  replanked  at  a small  expense  and 
County  Street  Bridge  was  found  to  be  unsafe  for  travel, 
by  reason  of  the  decayed  condition  and  was  replanked  at 
an  expense  of  about  two  hundred  dollars,  and  probably 
the  whole  expense  of  bridge  work  during  the  year  has 
not  exceeded  $300. 

The  West  Bridge  on  Mechanics  street  must  be  re- 
placed with  a new  structure  this  year.  Three  years  ago 
it  was  considered  beyond  repair  and  an  appropriation  made 
for  its  replacement,  but  as  travel  over  it  has  been  reduced 
in  volume  by  the  suspension  of  business  at  that  village,  it 
has  been  carefully  watched  and  patched  up  from  time  to 
time  during  the  past  few  years.  The  revival  of  business 
in  Mechanics  village,  which  now  seems  assured,  demands 
the  construction  of  a good  substantial  bridge  at  that  local- 
ity and  we  recommend  an  appropriation  therefor. 

County  Street  Bridge,  in  its  present  condition,  is  safe 
for  all  ordinary  transportation  and  travel  over  it,  but  by 
reason  of  its  peculiar  structure  it  is  not  capable  of  sustain- 
ing such  weights  as  are  liable  to  desire  a crossing  there,  as 
long  as  the  present  double  planking  continues  unimpaired, 
no  doubt  it  would  answer  any  emergency,  but  it  is  desira- 
ble that  the  original  width  of  the  river  at  that  point  should 
be  restored  to  allow  a more  free  delivery  of  the  water.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  some  twenty  years  ago  this  bridge 
was  constructed  and  the  span  was  contracted  about  seven 
feet,  on  the  theory  that  as  the  old  bridge  had  a support  in 
the  centre  which  impeded  the  flow  of  water  if  iron  girders 
should  be  used  in  its  construction  instead  of  large  timbers 
of  the  old  structure,  no  centre  support  will  be  demanded, 
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consequently  a contraction  of  the  span  would  allow  as  much 
water  space  as  will  be  found  necessary. 

Actual  demonstration  has  given  the  assurance  that  the 
channel  is  too  narrow  for  present  requirements  there,  and 
proprietors  of  water  privileges  above  in  former  years  have 
threatened  legal  action  to  remove  an  obstruction  to  a fuller 
discharge  of  water  under  this  bridge. 

The  abutters  of  course  carry  their  line  of  ownership 
to  the  river  and  by  this  construction  our  present  sewer 
pipe,  which  turns  at  nearly  a right  angle  near  the  present 
northerly  abutment  of  the  bridge,  is  made  to  discharge 
from  the  premises  of  an  abutter  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
bridge.  If  the  bridge  is  placed  in  its  original  position  the 
sewer  could  be  discharged  inside  the  limits  of  the  high- 
way directly  under  the  bridge  and  a complication  in  this 
direction  averted. 

We  append  a letter  from  W.  J.  Luther,  C.  E.,  who 
has  made  some  investigations  regarding  the  most  approved 
plans  for  contemplated  changes  in  this  locality  at  our  re- 
quest. We  would  recommend  that  the  entire  subject  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  an  efficient  committee  to  investigate 
and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  town. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Attleborough: 

At  your  request  I have  made  measurements  of  the 
present  bridge  on  County  street  over  the  Ten  Mile  River 
and  prepared  estimates  for  replacing  the  same  with  a more 
substantial  bridge  that  will  also  provide  a larger  water  way 
for  flood  water. 

The  present  bridge  rests  on  abutments  which  are  25 
feet  apart  and  consists  of  eight  15  in.  I beams  spaced  six  feet 
apart,  upon  which  rests  spruce  floor  joists  three  inches 
thick  by  9 inches  deep  and  spaced  about  eighteen  inches 
apart.  On  these  floor  joists  is  placed  the  planking  of  the 
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floor  of  the  bridge.  The  weakest  part  of  this  bridge  is  in 
the  spruce  floor  joists,  3 in.  by  9 in.,  having  a span  of  6 ft. 
The  safe  load  which  one  of  these  timbers  should  be  re- 
quired to  carry  is  but  one-third  of  the  load  which  it  would 
be  subjected  to  in  case  a 15-ton  steam  roller  passed  over 
the  bridge.  It  is  possible  that  the  timbers  might  not 
actually  break  if  subjected  to  this  strain  as  the  safe  load  is 
taken  at  one-sixth  of  the  breaking  load,  but  certainly  the 
bridge  occupying  this  location  should  be  able  to  carry 
such  a load  with  absolute  safety  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
vide an  ample  water  way  for  flood  water.  In  view  of  this 
fact  that  it  is  probable  that  improvements  will  be  made  in 
the  near  future  on  the  property  on  one  or  possibly  both 
sides  of  County  street,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  it  is 
important  that  prompt  action  be  taken  to  arrange  with  the 
land  owners  for  the  widening  of  this  water  way  under  the 
bridge  by  moving  the  east  abutment  to  a location  which 
will  be  mutually  advantageous  for  the  interests  of  the  town 
and  the  property  adjoining  the  river.  An  increased  width 
of  ten  feet  has  been  suggested  which  would  provide  thirty- 
five  feet  between  the  abutments.  It  is  on  this  basis  that  I 
have  made  my  estimate.  Before  taking  up  the  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  bridge  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  rebuilding  of  this  bridge  it  will  probably 
be  possible  to  abate,  to  some  extent  at  least,  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  discharge  from  the  sewer  on  the  south  side 
of  this  bridge.  The  object  of  discharging  sewage  into  a 
.stream  is: 

1 st.  To  dilute  the  sewage  as  much  as  possible. 

2d.  To  take  advantage  of  the  current  of  the  stream 
to  remove  the  sewage  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Under  the  present  arrangement  both  of  these  objects 
are  signally  defeated.  The  sewage  is  discharged  into  a re- 
cess which  has  been  built  in  the  wall  and  there  it  remains 
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protected  from  dilution,  and  removed  by  the  currents  of  the 
stream  by  reason  of  this  very  jog  or  recess  in  the  wall.  If 
the  point  of  discharge  into  the  river  was  within  the  limits 
of  County  street  and  through  the  east  abutment  of  the 
bridge,  the  discharge  of  the  sewer  would  be  removed  by 
the  flow  of  water  in  the  stream  as  fast  as  it  was  discharged 
and  as  it  flowed  in  the  stream  would  become  rapidly  di- 
luted. Another  cause  of  the  trouble  with  the  sewer  is  the 
fact  that  the  out  fall  is  nearly  if  not  quite  below  the  bed 
of  the  river  while  there  is  really  ample  fall  in  the  sewer 
within  fifty  or  eighty  feet  of  the  bridge,  so  that  the  grade  of 
the  sew'er  can  be  adjusted  to  provide  for  the  discharge  of 
the  sewage  at  a considerable  velocity  instead  of  in  the  slug- 
gish manner  in  which  it  now  finds  its  way  through  the  ob- 
structed outlet.  While  it  is  to  be  desired  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  provided  with  a system  of 
sewers  that  will  enable  us  to  keep  from  this  river  all  sew- 
age, yet  this  sewer  will  always  continue  to  be  used  for  the 
discharge  of  the  surface  water  of  Park,  North  Main  and 
Bank  streets  in  times  of  rain  and  should  have  the  outfall 
rebuilt  in  such  a manner  as  suggested  above. 

For  rebuilding  this  bridge  I have  estimated  the  cost 
of  rebuilding  both  abutments  with  first  class  ledge  stone 
laid  in  cement.  If  the  west  abutment  is  considered  satis- 
factory without  rebuilding,  $400  may  be  deducted  from 
the  total  cost.  But  as  the  iron  beams  are  to  support  brick 
arches,  any  settlement  of  either  abutment  would  cause  se- 
rious injury  to  the  bridge  and  therefore  both  these  abut- 
ments should  be  rebuilt  unless  after  careful  examination  it 
is  decided  that  there  is  no  danger  of  any  settlement. 

Upon  these  abutments  are  to  be  placed  20  iron  I beams 
each  20  in.  deep  and  40  ft.  long,  and  secured  to  each  other 
by  tie  rods  to  prevent  any  possible  spreading.  Between 
these  I beams  brick  arches  laid  in  cement  morter  and  cov- 
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ered  with  cement  concrete  are  to  be  turned  and  above  the 
arches  and  beams  the  street  can  be  surfaced  either  with 
macadam  or  paving.  Previous  to  surfacing  of  the  street 
it  would  be  well  to  cover  the  cement  concrete  with  a coat- 
ing of  asphalt  and  before  the  brick  arches  are  turned  the 
beams  should  be  covered  with  a coat  of  thick  tar  paint  of 
some  kind. 


Below  will  be  found  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  rebuild- 
ing the  bridge  . 


Excavations  for  abutments, 

$80 

00 

New  abutments, 

720 

00 

Iron  beams  including  tie  rods, 

iT52 

00 

Brick  arches  and  cement  concrete  over  same, 

616 

00 

Labor  setting  I beams,  surfacing  street  over 

bridge, 

160 

00 

$2,728 

00 

Add  10%  for  possible  advance  in  price  of 

iron  and  contingencies, 

273 

00 

$3, 001 

00 

Deduct  cost  of  west  abutment  if  same  is  not 

rebuilt, 

0 

0 

00 

$2,601  00 


This  bridge  has  a width  of  roadway  of  49  feet  which 
very  considerably  increases  the  cost  over  that  for  the  aver- 
age highway  bridge.  Thus  at  the  same  rate  of  cost  a 
bridge  twenty  feet  wide  would  cost  but  $1,225. 

Such  a bridge  as  described  above  would  require  little 
or  no  expenditure  for  repairs,  be  of  ample  strength  for  all 
demands  which  might  be  made  upon  it,  be  capable  of  out- 
living several  wooden  bridges  and  at  the  same  time  provide 
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Seelconlc  line,  r 
County  “ “ Dennis  Street,  2 

“ Thacher  “ 2 

‘ ' Tiffany  ‘ ‘ 2 

Read  and  Ide  n’b’rhood,  2 
Pleasant  Street,  corner  P'oxboro  Road,  2 
“ “ Bearcroft  Road,  2 

“ “ Mansfield  “ 2 

Bearcroft  Road,  cor.  near  Dr.  Mackie,  2 
“ “ Chartley  Road,  2 

“ “ Nr.  Capt.  French  pi  1 

Muggs  School  House,  2 

“ place,  2 

Brown’s  Corner,  1 

Near  residence  of  Mrs.  Coombs,  2 


Adamsdale 

Attleboro 


No.  Attleboro 
Taunton 


S.  Attleboro 
Chartley 


Chartley 


Pawtucket 


Pawtucket 


Norton 


Rehoboth 


Briggs  Corner 


N.  Attleboro 
S.  Attleboro 


Attleboro 


Foxboro 

Taunton 


Taunton 
Briggs  Cor. 
B'oxboro 

Chartley 

Rehoboth 
Briggs  Cor. 
Chartley 
Briggs  Cor. 

in  the 


Mechanics 

Dodgeville 


Norton  Chartley 


Mansfield 


Pawtucket, 
town,  about  fifty  of  them 


“ Norton 

Making  a total  of  sixty-six  guide  boards  now  erected 
having  been  put  in  position  last  year. 

We  recommend  the  erection  of  guide  boards  in  the  following  locations  : — At  Hebronville, 
corner  of  South  Main  Street  and  road  to  Read  and  Ide  neighborhood  ; at  South  Attleboro,  corner 
of  Mendon  road  and  Valley  Falls  road;  at  South  Attleboro,  corner  of  Adamsdale  road  and 
Robbin  Hollow  road. 
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a water  way  having  an  area  forty  per  cent,  greater  than  the 
present  one.  Compared  with  many  towns  and  cities  this 
town  is  fortunate  in  not  having  any  large  and  expensive 
bridges  to  be  built  and  maintained. 

If  the  bridges  are  rebuilt  upon  such  plan  as  out- 
lined above,  the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  and  in  a very  few  years  all  the  important  bridges 
would  have  been  rebuilt  so  that  practically  no  further  ex- 
penditure would  be  required  on  account  of  this  branch  of 
the  Highway  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  DUTHER. 


Guide  Boards. 

No  addition  to  the  number  of  guide  boards  erected  in 
the  town  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  although 
we  believe  a few  more  should  be  put  in  position.  We 
would  repeat  the  request  made  in  our  report  of  last  year 
that  persons  living  outside  the  village  limits  report  to  the 
Selectmen  such  names  as  they  would  prefer  for  streets  or 
roads  in  their  respective  localities,  to  the  end  that  all  streets 
and  roads  in  town  may  receive  a name  to  be  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  attention  of  all  mischievous  persons  is  hereby 
called  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  203  of  the  Public  Stat- 
utes relative  to  defacing  or  injuring  guide  posts,  signs, 
etc. 

We  herewith  append  a list  of  such  guide  boards  as  are 
now  erected  in  the  town,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Statutes,  Chap.  53,  giving  the  number  already 
erected  with  their  location,  the  places  directed  to,  and  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  pointing  of  an  index  finger. 
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Sidewalks. 

On  the  streets  of  our  village  where  sidewalks  have 
been  constructed  during  the  past  year  we  feel  satisfied  the 
general  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  street  fully 
justifies  the  annual  expenditure  for  this  purpose  and  nearly 
all  the  abutters  have  signified  their  hearty  appreciation  of 
the  work.  In  the  prosecution  of  the  sidewalk  improve- 
ment on  Sanford  and  South  Main  streets  about  $500  was 
expended  where  school  property  was  improved  by  the 
work. 

We  recommend  a continuance  of  the  present  policy  of 
the  town  in  the  direction  of  this  permanent  improvement. 

Armory,  Co.  1,  5th  Regiment  1*1.  V.  M. 

Since  our  last  annual  report  no  change  of  condition 
has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  Armory.  We  have  had 
several  consultations  with  the  officers  of  the  Company  and 
tne  proprietors  of  the  building  in  which  the  Company  are 
located,  with  a hope  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made 
between  them  which  would  satisfy  both  parties  until  some 
other  arrangement  should  be  made,  but  we  are  advised  of 
no  action  between  them  in  the  matter.  The  allowance  from 
the  State  for  Armory  rent  continues  at  $ 200  per  year. 

Street  Lighting. 

The  streets  of  the  town  continue  to  be  lighted  in  ac- 
cordance wTith  the  contract  made  with  the  Attleborough 
Steam  and  Electric  Co.  two  years  ago.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  year  the  service  has  been  very  unsatisfac- 
tory. We  have  been  informed  the  plant  from  which  vve 
are  at  present  receiving  our  light  may  change  ownership, 
and  that  the  parties  who  propose  to  carry  on  the  business 
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in  the  future  desire  to  make  arrangements  with  the  town 
which  will  enable  them  to  give  our  people  satisfactory  re- 
sults in  the  future. 


Sewerage. 

The  question  of  sewerage  for  our  town  is  the  problem 
which  involves  more  vital  interest  to  our  entire  population 
than  any  other  department  of  our  municipal  system.  When 
considered  from  a sanitary  standpoint  alone  we  are  im- 
pressed with  the  responsibilities  which  seem  to  threaten  us 
if  we  continue  too  long  to  postpone  the  time  for  action. 

Two  years  ago  a committee  was  chosen  by  the  town 
to  consider  the  sewerage  problem  who  made  an  earnest  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject,  and  secured  the  services  of  some 
of  the  best  engineering  talent  of  the  state,  who  after  a com- 
plete survey  of  our  locality  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee a thorough  and  intelligent  report  of  a system  which 
they  earnestly  recommend  should  receive  the  thoughtful 
and  careful  study  of  our  people.  Their  report  with  a map 
of  the  section  of  territory  to  be  covered  by  the  system 
therein  proposed  was  submitted  to  the  people  in  our  annual 
report  of  1894. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  every  one  to  the 
recommendations  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Water  Commissioner  for  1895. 

Hebronville  Crossing. 

A settlement  has  been  completed  during  the  past  year 
with  all  parties  who  had  a claim  for  damage  by  reason  of 
the  separation  of  grade  at  Hebronville  crossing,  but  the 
Foot  Bridge  has  not  been  erected  although  all  the  plans 
have  been  made  and  adopted. 
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Grade  Crossings  of  Railroads. 

In  our  report  of  last  year  we  called  the  attention  of 
our  people  to  this  question,  feeling  assured  that  in  the  de- 
termination of  this  subject  the  future  interests  of  our  town 
were  deeply  involved,  and  we  take  occasion  to  repeat  the 
the  recommendations  we  presented  in  our  report  of  last 
year,  “ That  a committee  of  representative  men  be  chosen 
to  guard  our  interests  in  the  matter,  and  that  this  commit- 
tee be  authorized  and  instructed  to  take  such  action  as 
they  may  deem  best  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  town  in 
this  connection.”  We  have  reason  to  believe  the  Railroad 
management  have  already  determined  on  such  plans  as 
they  propose  to  have  carried  out  at  our  several  crossings  ; 
that  their  calculations  based  upon  measurements  and  sur- 
veys which  have  already  been  made  in  their  interests  are 
already  on  file  in  their  hands.  The  separation  of  grade  at 
the  crossings  in  the  village  of  Attleboro  must  be  executed 
within  a few  years  in  all  probability,  and  may  be  precipi- 
tated upon  our  community  at  any  time  by  some  complica- 
tion or  disturbance  of  our  affairs  which  may  not  at  present 
be  conjectured  by  our  people.  We  may  not  be  able  when 
the  time  arrives  to  stem  the  current  which  will  be  pushed 
by  the  corporate  power  and  influence  of  the  Railroad  Co., 
but  we  may  be  better  enabled  to  defend  our  own  interests 
if  we  will  perform  our  preliminary  duty  now. 

Thacher  Brook  Drain. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  town  to  make  an  appro- 
priation of  one  thousand  dollars  each  year  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Thacher  Brook  Drain,  and  we  earnestly  recom- 
mend a continuance  of  this  custom.  During  the  past  year 
the  drain  has  been  continued  as  far  north  as  Park  street, 
and  we  believe  no  enterprise  which  the  town  has  underta- 
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ken  promises  more  for  the  town’s  interest  and  develop- 
ment when  the  cost  of  it  is  considered. 

Fire  Department. 

In  this  department  we  should  be  ready  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  evolutionary  conditions  of  the  present  time  and 
not  allow  ourselves  to  retard  or  hold  in  check  the  efficiency 
of  any  service  which  is  demanded,  by  a rejection  on  our 
part  of  any  progressive  appliance  or  system  which  has 
been  discovered  or  invented,  and  after  actual  demonstra- 
tion has  proved  its  superiority  over  former  methods  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  their  adoption. 

The  use  of  chemicals  in  various  forms  and  combina- 
tions has  within  the  past  few  years  been  successfully  ap- 
plied to  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  until  the  standard  of 
their  efficiency  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  endorse- 
ment of  our  cities  and  large  towns.  In  a large  number  of 
our  cities  the  use  of  chemical  appliances  is  relied  upon  in 
the  fire  department  for  the  suppression  of  all  fires  which 
can  be  reached  with  the  chemical  material. 

The  Fire  Department  of  Pawtucket  has  been  recently 
supplied  with  the  latest  and  most  approved  Combination 
Chemical  Appliance  for  fire  fighting,  and  on  invitation  of 
• the  Chief  Engineer,  we  witnessed  an  exhibition  of  it.  It 
consists  of  a complete  equipment  to  be  drawn  by  two 
horses,  with  a tank  capable  of  holding  fifty  gallons  of 
chemical  fluid  in  solution,  so  arranged  as  to  be  recharged 
while  in  operation,  with  an  equipment  of  some  two  hun- 
dred feet  of  hose,  ladders  of  various  lengths,  four  “Pony 
extinguishers’ ’ and  all  the  appliances  usually  carried  in 
the  outfit  of  a fire  department  wagon.  It  is  a magnificent 
establishment  and  an  admirable  piece  of  workmanship.  We 
were  informed  by  the  Chief  of  the  department  that  in  the 
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case  of  more  than  one  half  the  fires  to  which  their  depart- 
ment had  been  summoned  during  the  past  year,  no  water 
had  been  used  in  their  extinguishment.  The  equipment 
of  the  homes  of  the  people,  and  places  of  business  with 
some  simple  Chemical  Extinguisher,  to  be  used  when  fire 
is  first  discovered,  has  relieved  fire  departments  in  hun- 
dreds of  instances,  and  thereby  saved  a large  amount  of 
property. 

In  a town  of  our  wealth  and  proportions  we  cannot 
expect  to  be  equipped  with  with  such  apparatus  as  has 
been  described  as  connected  with  the  Pawtucket  Fire  De- 
partment, but  we  can  in  a manner  proportionate  with  our 
means  take  advantage  with  the  means  at  our  disposal,  of  the 
improved  appliances  and  methods  of  fire  fighting.  We  be- 
lieve no  fire  department  is  thoroughly  equipped  for  the 
performance  of  its  duties  unless  it  carries  in  answer  to  all 
calls  to  duty  the  chemical  appliances  in  sufficient  quantities 
to  annihilate  all  fires  to  which  access  can  be  gained,  with- 
out the  destruction  of  property  consequent  upon  the  old 
process  of  deluging  with  water. 

Recommendations  and  Suggestions. 

In  our  report  of  last  year  among  the  suggestions  made 
was  the  necessity  of  a suitable  building  to  be  used  as  a 
repository  for  certain  articles  of  town  property. 

We  feel  compelled  to  renew  the  suggestions  and  re- 
spectfully ask  its  candid  consideration. 

There  is  at  present  no  place  where  such  tools  and  ap- 
pliances as  the  town  posseses  can  be  taken  care  of,  and 
consequent  on  our  growth  and  development  the  demand 
for  such  a building  will  become  more  imperative. 

There  are  in  the  town’s  possession  now  eight  snow 
plows,  (six  of  which  have  been  purchased  this  year),  and 
two  road  machines  to  be  cared  for. 
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During  the  past  year  there  has  been  constructed  a tank 
wagon  with  pump  attachment,  to  be  used  in  the  work  of  clear- 
ing out  street  catch  basins.  This  appliance  is  substantially 
built  in  every  particular.  In  its  use  it  supplies  a long  de- 
manded need,  and  with  proper  care  and  housing  it  will 
serve  the  purposes  of  the  town  in  this  department  a long 
number  of  years. 

We  have  also  a derrick  which  has  been  recently  con- 
structed, which  with  its  appurtenances  will  in  a short  time 
become  valueless  unless  it  is  kept  protected  from  the 
weather.  There  are  also  a large  quantity  of  smaller  tools 
belonging  to  the  town  which  are  at  present  scattered  about 
among  the  people  who  have,  while  in  the  employ  of  the 
town  been  called  upon  to  use  them. 

There  are  two  or  three  localities  where  the  town  owns 
land  on  which  such  a building  as  is  required  could  be  lo- 
cated, but  we  w’ould  suggest  its  erection  on  the  lot  near 
the  old  water  supply  well  in  the  rear  of  A.  Bushee’s  fac- 
tory. Such  a building  as  would  meet  all  the  requirements 
would  cost  but  a few  hundred  dollars  and  would  prove 
an  economical  investment. 

In  the  management  of  our  Highway  Department  we 
believe  the  town  should  purchase  a stone  crusher  during 
the  coming  year  and  feel  confident  the  guarantee  of  the 
economy  of  such  an  investment  would  be  made  visible 
within  a few  years  by  the  improved  condition  of  our 
streets.  This  is  a repetition  of  a recommendation  of  last 
year  which  we  hope  this  year  will  receive  the  consideration 
of  the  town. 

As  we  increase  in  population  our  development  compels 
increased  expenditures  in  all  departments  and  at  the  pres- 
ent stage  of  the  town’s  growth  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the 
expenditure  which  seems  to  be  demanded  is  largely  in  ex- 
cess of  the  increase  of  the  towns  valuation.  The  total  ap- 
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propriation  for  the  several  i departments  the  past  year  was 
about  $75,000  and  with  the  most  judicious  expenditure 
which  could  be  made  it  is  impossible  to  give  universal  sat- 
isfaction. The  territory  is  so  large  that  one  and  another 
locality  or  individual  are  at  times  led  to  believe  they  are 
not  receiving  their  proper  share  of  municipal  attention, 
but  with  a knowledge  of  the  situation  and  existing  condi- 
tions, we  believe  the  candid  citizen  will  not  be  hasty  in  his 
criticism  in  this  regard. 

We  append  a statement  of  the  expenditures  in  the 
several  departments,  in  the  South  District  during  the  past 
year: 


Educational  department, 
Higway  department, 

Fire  department, 

Current  and  Incidental, 


$ 9,590  oo 
i ,3°5  °° 
410  00 
51  00 


Adding  to  these  figures  the  expense  of  the  water  de- 
partment we  find  that  about  $12,000  has  been  expended  in 
that  section  of  the  town  during  the  past  year  and  within  the 
past  few  years  the  several  departments  without  including 
the  construction  of  the  water  plant  there  have  called  for  a 
generous  share  of  the  public  expenditure. 

We  present  for  consideration  the  following  as  our  esti- 
mates for  the  several  appropriations  for  1896  : 


Appropriations  Recommended  by  Departments  of  Town. 


Current  and  incidental  department, 
Highways  and  bridges, 

Fire  department,  current  and  incidental, 
Pauper  department, 

Street  lighting, 

Educational  department, 

Text  books  and  supplies, 


$ 8,000  00 

8.000  00 

4.000  00 

5.000  00 
5,000  00 

22,000  00 
1,600  00 
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School  incidental  and  repairs, 

8 

O^ 

CO 

=99= 

OO 

South  Attleboro  school  house, 

3,000 

OO 

Superintendent  of  schools, 

1,200 

OO 

Transportation  of  school  children, 

0 

00 

00 

OO 

Public  library, 

1,500 

OO 

Sidewalk  Improvement, 

2,000 

OO 

Thacher  brook  drain, 

1,000 

OO 

Soldier’s  relief, 

Cn> 

0 

0 

0 

OO 

Military  aid, 

300 

OO 

Medical  attendance,  Soldier’s  Relief, 

200 

OO 

Paupers, 

300 

OO 

Observance  of  Memorial  Day, 

200 

OO 

Record  of  200th  anniversary, 

500 

OO 

Enforcement  of  liquor  laws, 

500 

OO 

Water  department, 

7A50 

OO 

$78,330 

OO 

Appropriations  Required 

by  Law. 

State  tax, 

$3,000 

OO 

County  tax, 

7 >5oo 

OO 

Sinking  fund  and  interest, 

5,640 

OO 

$16,140 

OO 

Appropriations  to  be  made, 

$94,47° 

OO 

At  Special  fleetings  the  Following  Appropriations  Have 
Been  Made. 


$1,700  00 
250  00 


Fire  alarm  bells, 
Valuation  list, 


$1,950  00 


Account  of  Selectmen 


CURRENT  AND  INCIDENTAL  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation, 

Sundries, 

Overdraw, 


Bills  approved, 


$8,000  oo 
1,807  70 
2,407  46 

$12,215  16 


$12,215  16 


Current  and  Incidentals. 


Appropriation, 

Statement. 

$8,000  00 

Court  Fees, 

1,313  56 

Licenses, 

207  50 

Armory  Rent, 

200  00 

Sundries, 

86  64 

Bills  approved,  Election  Expenses, 

$ 559  13 

< < < < 

Salaries, 

3,724  96 

k < < 

Court  Fees, 

795  80 

ft  t( 

Police  Expenses, 

673  50 

M ( ( 

Printing  and  Station- 

ery, 

686  80 

( t f ( 

Births  and  Deaths, 

143  60 

tt  f ( 

Surveying  and  Plans, 

408  6$ 
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Bills  approved,  Lockup, 

“ “ Armory  Co.  I, 

Soldiers’  Burial, 
“ “ Incidentals, 


$ 46  90 

698  80 
175  00 
1,894  56 

$9,807  70 


Highways  and  Bridges, 


Appropriation, 

$8,000  00 

Entering  Sewers, 

75  00 

Cash  for  Old  Iron, 

6 82 

“ from  Water  Department, 

25  00 

“ 

2 85 

Overdraw 

214  99 

$8,324  66 

Amount  of  Bills  approved, 

$8,324  66 

Fire  Department, 


C.  & I.  Appropriation, 
Plans  for  Hose  House, 
Fire  Alarm  Box, 

“ Department  Wagon, 


Bills  approved  C.  & I. 

“ Fire  Alarm  Box, 

“ Department  WTagon, 


$4,000  00 
200  00 
125  00 
150  00 


$4,102  16 
118 17 
150  00 


$4,475  00 


$4,37°  33 


Balance 
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Sidewalks. 


Appropriation, 

$2000  00 

Received  for  Curbing, 

234  37 

Betterment  Assessments, 

358  10 

Overdraw, 

213  64 

$2,806  11 

Bills  Approved, 

Sanford  Street  School  Houses, 

$400  00 

$2,806  11 

South  Main  Street  School  House, 

126  00 

$526  00 

Surveying  and  Plans. 

K.  H.  Hyde, 


$408  65 


Street  Lighting. 

Appropriation,  $4,950  00 

Amount  of  Bills  Approved,  4,529  47 

Balance,  $420  53 


Thacher  Brook  Drain. 

Appropriation,  $1000  00 

Overdraw,  71  22 


Bills  Approved, 


$1,071  22 
$1,071  22 
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Clearing  of  Ten  Mile  River. 


Appropriation, 
Bills  approved, 


>100  oo 
25  00 


Balance, 


Police  Service. 


75  00 


John  H.  Nerney,  night  patrol, 

$606  00 

Police  service  July  3d  and  4th, 

32  50 

“ “ Agricultural  Fair, 

10  00 

Compensation  of  dog  officer, 

25  00 

Expense  of  Maintaining  Lockup. 

Repairs, 

$15  60 

Supplies, 

13  30 

Keeper, 

18  00 

Court  Fees. 

Cash  received, 

Paid  to  John  H.  Nerney, 

$349  i9 

“ “ E.  C.  Brown, 

125  30 

“ S.  R.  Briggs, 

137  J3 

“ “ E.  R.  Read, 

68  10 

“ “ Chas.  Tucker, 

45  21 

“ “ Feon  Stanton, 

4i  37 

“ “ A.  W.  Cobb, 

13  43 

“ “ George  F.  Ide, 

6 55 

“ “ J.  B.  Paquet, 

5 40 

“ “ G.  H.  Palmer, 

4 12 

673  5° 


$ 46  9° 


11,228  56 


$ 795  so 


Balance, 


$432  76 
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Election  Expenses. 


Compensation  of  Board  of  Regis- 


trars, 

$194 

00 

Compensation  of  Election  Officers, 

130 

OO 

Meals  furnished  Election  Officers, 

19 

00 

Printing  for  registration  and  elec- 

tions, 

hi 

25 

Printing  warrants  for  town  meet- 

ings, 

30 

50 

Service  of  Moderator,  annual  town 

meeting, 

15 

OO 

Posting  warrants  and  notifying 

town  officers, 

1 1 

50 

Erecting,  removing  and  repairing 

voting  booths, 

32 

88 

Janitor’s  services, 

15 

OO 

Expense  of  Armory,  Co.  I,  5th 

Reg’t,  n.  V 

Rent, 

=66 
a \ 
O 
O 

OO 

Gas  bills, 

98 

80 

$ 698  80 

Amount  received  from  State,  200  00 


$ 498  80 


Enforcement  of  Liquor  Law. 


Appropriation, 

Amount  ot  bills  approved, 


$500  00 
$500  00 
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Record  of  200th  Anniversary. 

Appropriation, 

Unexpended  balance, 


STATE  AID. 


All  Paid  By  State. 


Charlotte  E.  Adams, 

$24  00 

Cordelia  H.  Allen, 

48  00 

Charles  H.  Allison, 

60  00 

'Martha  Bullock, 

48  00 

Francis  V.  Bliss, 

20  00 

Maria  E.  Bishop, 

48  00 

Nancy  Bradford, 

48  00 

Fanny  Bradford, 

36  00 

Wm.  H.  Caswell, 

36  00 

Sarah  Caswell, 

48  00 

Mary  H.  Christian, 

48  00 

Sarah  E.  H.  Cole, 

48  00 

Hannah  Crosby, 

48  00 

Sarah  C.  Chipman, 

24  00 

Sarah  D.  Dean, 

48  00 

George  L.  Draper, 

36  00 

Sidney  T.  Estee, 

48  00 

Elizabeth  Fleet, 

48  00 

Mary  Green, 

48  00 

Mary  A.  Griffin, 

48  00 

Amelia  C.  Guild, 

48  00 

Maria  Hamlin, 

24  00 

Phoebe  W.  Hicks, 

40  00 
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Ann  Johnson, 

$48  po 

Isaac  N.  Johnson, 

60  00 

Mary  E.  Kingman, 

24  OO 

John  H.  Kimball, 

20  OO 

Margaret  Lyons, 

24  OO 

Caroline  E.  Llufrio, 

40  OO 

Emma  J.  Ring, 

32  OO 

George  Smith, 

20  OO 

David  A.  Swift. 

20  OO 

Abby  R.  Thayer, 

48  OO 

Nancy  Tucker, 

28  OO 

Wm.  Warded, 

72  OO 

Emeline  Wilmarth, 

48  OO 

$1,456  OO 


MILITARY  AID. 


One=half  Paid  by  the  State. 


Appropriation, 

$300  00 

Received  from  State, 

285  00 

Paid  Joseph  S.  Hunt, 

$ 50  00 

“ Ernest  Meyers, 

144  00 

“ John  A.  Pond, 

120  00 

“ Eli  K.  Robbins, 

100  00 

“ Arnold  Reynolds, 

48  00 

“ Lemuel  T.  Starkey, 

40  00 

Balance, 


$ 83  00 
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SOLDIERS’  BURIAL. 


Paid  by  the  State. 


Bernard  McTague,  January, 

$35  00 

Thomas  K.  Gay,  March, 

35  00 

Lemuel  T.  Starkey,  May, 

35  00 

John  Atkinson,  June, 

35  00 

Eli  K.  Robbins,  November, 

35  00 

$ 175  00 

Received  from  State, 

$ 70  00 

Due  from  State, 

105  00 

$ 175  00 

Amount  Expended  for  Soldier’s  Relief  Under  the  Pro- 
visions  of  Chap.  237  and  239,  Acts  of  1893. 


Appropriation, 


Geo.  H.  Alfred, 

$156  00 

*John  Atkinson  and  wife, 

159  00 

Martin  Donnelly, 

156  00 

John  Green, 

156  00 

George  H.  Hatten, 

169  50 

♦Eli  K.  Robbins, 

149  00 

John  M.  Robbins, 

156  00 

Thomas  Stafford, 

156  00 

*Geo.  W.  Handy, 

108  00 

Robert  Hoffman, 

104  00 

Ernest  Meyers, 

104  00 

Otis  Vickery, 

104  00 

John  Campbell, 

100  00 

Charles  H.  Allison, 

64  00 

$3,500  00 


'•'Deceased. 
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Emulous  A.  Cheever, 

$ 46  00 

William  Sanford, 

15  00 

John  H.  Kimball, 

62  00 

Jarvis  N.  B.  White, 

39  00 

Edwin  Brackett, 

26  00 

George  Smith, 

6 00 

Nancy  Bradford, 

IOI  00 

Abby  F.  Mott, 

66  00 

Maria  E.  Bishop, 

16  00 

Nancy  Tucker, 

8 00 

Wm.  S.  Richmond, 

8 00 

*E.  T.  Starkey, 

1 50 

Incidentals, 

57  50 

$2,293  50 

Credit  from  other  towns, 

139  00 

$2,154  50 


Balance,  $i,345  5° 

^Deceased. 


Salaries  of  Town  Officers. 


Town  Treasurer, 

$ 350  00 

“ Clerk, 

300  00 

“ Treasurer  Sinking  Fund, 

25  00 

Collectors  of  Taxes, 

Dm  75 

Three  Assessors  of  Taxes, 

600  00 

Clerk  of  Assessors, 

150  00 

Selectmen, 

600  00 

Clerk  of  Selectmen, 

300  00 

Pauper  Department. 

Overseers  of  Poor, 

$ 75  00 

Clerk, 

100  00 

Visitor, 

200  00 

Superintendent  of  Alms-house, 

300  00 
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Water  Department. 


Superintendent,  Registrar  and  Clerk, 

$1,250  00 

Engineer  at  pumping  station, 

900  00 

Fire  Department. 

Chief  Engineer, 

$ ^50  00 

Two  Assistant  Engineers, 

150  00 

Thirty-six  firemen,  $50  each, 

1,800  00 

Janitors, 

180  00 

Educational  Department: 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

$ 1,200  00 

Secretary  of  School  Board, 

25  00 

Principal  of  High  School, 

1,340  00 

Principal  of  Grammar  School, 

981  33 

Compensation  of  other  teachers, 

14,856  67 

Janitors, 

2,035  20 

Inspector  of  Cattle  and  Milk, 

$200  00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures, 

$25  00 

Auditors, 

$100  00 
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List  of  Persons  Liable  to  be  Drawn  as  Jurors  from  the 
Town  of  Attleborough,  1896=’97. 


Amesbury,  Samuel  E. 
Angell,  Albert  H. 
Allen,  George  W. 
Atwell,  Albert  I. 
Allen,  George  A. 
Arnold,  Clifford  D. 
Almy,  Joseph  E. 
Blake,  Ezekiel 
Barnes,  Charles  L. 
Bishop,  Fred  B. 
Barney,  Alban  S. 
Bromiley,  Ellery  B. 
Bicknell,  George  F. 
Bullock,  Bradford 
Bliss,  Oliver  P. 

Barnes,  Eoring  W. 
Bradford,  Soranus  S. 
Briggs,  Edward  E. 
Bunker,  Isaac  E. 
Burbank,  Charles  N. 
Briggs,  Darius 
Briggs,  Eouis  M. 
Blaney,  William  H. 
Crossman,  Everett  H. 
Cummings,  Edgar  A. 
Cobb,  Edwin  E. 
Cooper,  Alvin  N. 
Chase,  Edward  E. 
Capron,  Harford  A. 


Jeweler. 

Grocer. 

Farmer. 

Music  Dealer. 

Painter. 

Draughtsman. 

Salesman. 

Manufacturing  Jeweler. 
Real  Estate. 

Jeweler. 

Farmer. 

Jeweler. 

< < 


Real  Estate. 
Jeweler. 

Belt  Maker. 
Plater. 

Carriage  Maker. 
Clerk. 

Tool  Maker. 

Jeweler. 

< < 

< < 

Farmer. 

Jeweler. 

Gentleman. 
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Coffin,  Reuben, 

Carpenter. 

Chatterton,  Alfred  H. 

Teamster. 

Crooker,  Charles  B. 

Farmer. 

Cash,  David  A. 

Jeweler. 

Curien,  George  W. 

“ 

C apron,  Virgil  H. 

“ 

Caufy,  Edward 

Gentleman. 

Chaffee,  Charles  F. 

Engraver. 

Dexter,  Everett  O. 

Mason. 

Draper,  Charles  T. 

Jeweler. 

Dix,  Walter  C. 

Clerk. 

Dunham,  George  0. 

Jeweler. 

Enbom,  Julius  R. 

Bicycle  Dealer. 

Eddy,  Albert  A. 

Jeweler. 

Forsythe,  Charles  E. 

Farmer. 

Fitz,  Henry  H. 

Jeweler. 

Foster,  William  E. 

Contractor. 

Gustin,  Charles  M. 

Gentleman. 

Gay,  Frank  E. 

Farmer. 

Hodges,  William  M. 

Jeweler, 

Hop  wood,  James  T. 

“ 

Hall,  Frank  D. 

< < 

Hammond,  Edward  A. 

‘ 1 

Huse,  Fred  A. 

“ 

Haslam,  Adam 

Carpenter. 

Haynes,  William  T. 

Salesman. 

Howarth,  James 

Jeweler. 

Holman,  Samuel  M. 

Gentleman. 

King,  Walter  E* 

Jeweler. 

Knight,  Abner  N. 

‘ ‘ 

Euther,  Herbert  E. 

‘ 1 

Matteson,  Charles  A. 

Civil  Engineer 

Mott,  Edgar  E. 

Jeweler. 

Mathewson,  Frank  W. 

< < 
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Macomber,  Albert  R. 
Mathewson,  Charles  W. 
Macdonald,  William  A. 
Mowry,  Mortimer  H. 
Marble,  Walter  K. 

Nye,  Fred  C. 

Nevins,  David  D. 

Electrician. 

Jeweler. 

Salesman. 

Mason. 

Jeweler. 

Newell,  Dexter  E. 
Parker,  Warren 
Robbins,  Freeman 
Ryder,  Josiah  F. 
Robbins,  Fred  N. 

Carpenter. 

Janitor. 

Jeweler. 

Randall,  George 
Read,  Henry  C.,  Jr. 
Smith,  Frank  E. 
Smith,  Samuel  W. 

Reporter. 

Farmer. 

Jeweler. 

Skinner,  Eugene  M. 

Shaw,  Aaron  W. 

Sweet,  Frank  A. 

Sturdy,  Albert  W. 

Smith,  Adelbert 
Smith,  William  W. 

Smith,  Eaban  P. 

Smith,  Alfred  E. 

Smith,  William  H.,  Dodgeville, 
Towne,  George  E. 

Grocer. 

Jeweler. 

Civil  Engineer. 

Gentleman. 

Painter. 

Stone  Cutter. 
Farmer. 
Jeweler. 
Farmer. 

Thurber,  Eouis  H. 
Torrey,  Fred  E. 

Jeweler. 
< < 

Tucker,  Almon  H. 
Thornton,  Abel  C. 

Mason. 

Farmer. 

Thayer,  Oscar  S. 
Trescott,  Fred  B. 

< < 

Jeweler. 

Wheelock,  Henry  H. 
Wilmarth,  Fred  B. 

< < 
i < 
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Winsor,  Albert  W. 
Wetherell,  Arthur  H 
Watkins,  Albion  H. 
Walden,  Stanley  R. 
Woodard,  Arthur  S. 


Salesman. 

Engraver. 

Salesman. 

Jeweler. 


E.  S.  HORTON, 
CHARLES  PHILLIPS, 
A.  T.  WALES, 


Selectmen 

of 

Attleborough. 


Annual  Report 


OF  THF 

TREASURER 


Town  of  Attleborough, 


MHSS. 


Report  of  Town  Treasurer. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand  January  i,  1895, 
Samuel  M.  Holman,  collector, 
Joseph  O.  Mowry,  collector, 

John  T.  Bates,  Treasurer  of  Sink- 
ing Fund,  Attleboro’s  propor- 
tion of  bonds  due  April  1, 

1895, 


$6,719  68 

$20,217  53 
78,277  00 


25,172  00 

$123,666  53 


Licenses. 


1895.  RECEIVED  FOR 


3 Auctioneer’s  licenses, 

$ 6 00 

5 Billiard  licenses, 

90  00 

3 Circus  licenses, 

40  00 

4 Fireworks  licenses, 

20  00 

4 Milk  licenses, 

2 00 

1 Druggist’s  license, 

1 00 

Opera  House  license, 

25  00 

3 Plumber’s  licenses, 

2 50 

1 Slaughter  house  license, 

1 00 

$ 187  50 
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Notes. 


1895. 
April  29. 


May  31. 


July  24. 
July  30. 


Dec.  31. 


RECEIVED  OF 


Attleboro  Savings  and 
Loan  Associat’n  note 
dated  April  29,  1895, 
at  4 per  cent,  on  de- 
mand, 

R.  L.  Day  & Co.,  note 
dated  June  7,  1895, 
for  six  months  at 
2 7-8  per  cent, 

Note  dated  July  24, 

1 895 , for  three  months 
at  3 per  cent, 

First  National  Bank  of 
Attleboro,  note  dated 
July  29,  1895,  at  4 
per  cent, 

Note  dated  January  13, 

1896,  at  6 percent,  on 
demand, 


$ 5,000  00 


25,000  00 


20,000  00 


30,000  00 


3,000  00 

$83,000  00 


North  Attleboro’s  Proportion  of  Bonds  and  Interest  on 

Bonds. 

1895.  RECEIVED  OF 

Mar.  15.  A.  E.  Codding,  treas- 
urer, North  Attle- 
boro’s proportion  of 
bonds  due  April  1 , 

1895,  $14,828  00 
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Mar.  15.  Interest  on  bonds  due 

April  1,  1895,  $556  05 

Oct.  22.  Interest  on  bonds  due 

October  1,  1895,  259  49 


fliscellaneous. 


15,643  54 


1895- 

received  oe 

Jan. 

21. 

George  F.  Pratt,  dog 

fund, 

f 889  03 

Feb. 

9- 

Town  of  North  Attle- 

borough, 

132 

88 

23- 

City  of  Fall  River, 

3 

00 

Mar. 

29. 

North  British  Insur- 

ance Co.,  insurance 
on  library, 

125 

00 

April 

1. 

Northern  Assurance 

Co.,  insurance  on  li- 
brary, 

125 

00 

April 

20. 

C.  H.  Wheeler,  chair- 

man of  Bi-Centennial 
Printing  Committee, 

18 

61 

May 

9- 

B.  B.  Torrey,  treasurer 

Old  Colony  Railroad 
Co.,  grade  crossing  at 
Hebronville, 

1,300 

00 

i4- 

A.  H.  Chatterton,  en- 

trance to  sewer, 

37 

50 

June 

10. 

Harriet  M.  Foster, 

marker  for  grave  of  a 
Soldier, 

2 

00 

46 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


June  24. 
July  18. 


Aug.  14. 
*7- 


23- 


Sept.  4. 
9- 


10. 


24. 


W.  J.  Luther,  fixing 
sidewalk  on  Pleasant 
street, 

Nahum  Perry,  work 
done  on  road  by  town 
wdiere  pipe  was  laid, 

Town  of  Mansfield, 

G.  O.  Dunham,  curb- 
ing sidewalk  on  Park 
street, 

Town  of  Foxboro, 

Noah  P.  Cooper,  en- 
trance to  sewer  on 
Bank  street, 

Town  of  Hyde  Park, 

Richard  Crawford, 
curbing  sidewalk  on 
Park  street, 

H.  A.  Thurston,  curb- 
ing sidewalk  on 
South  Main  street, 

S.  A.  Briggs,  curbing 
sidewalk  on  Park 
street, 

A.  H.  Angell,  curbing 
sidewalk  on  Park 
street, 

D.  E.  Makepeace,  curb- 
ing sidewalk  on 
Pleasant  street, 

J.  A.  Bigney,  fixing 
sidewalk  on  Pleasant 
street, 


$ 5 10 

25  00 
63  00 

8 88 
22  00 

37  50 
32  00 

46  15 

35  75 
27  63 
18  20 

52  65 
2 20 


Oct.  4. 
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Nov. 


Dec. 


Dec. 


23- 

David  W.  Swift,  guar- 
dian, support  of  D. 
A.  Swift,  Taunton 

Lunatic  Hospital, 

$42  71 

25- 

Water  Department, 

work  done  by  town 

on  streets, 

67  78 

13- 

Map  of  sewerage  of 

Town  of  Attleboro, 

25 

16. 

E.  A.  Briggs,  curbing 
sidewalk  on  Park 

street, 

00 

CO 

17- 

Town  of  Freetown, 

2 OO 

30- 

Town  of  Norton, 

IO4  OO 

3i- 

Town  of  Mansfield, 
Soldiers  Relief  to  Jar- 

vis N.  B.  White, 
Town  of  Grafton,  Sol- 
diers Relief  to  John 

30  OO 

H.  Kimball, 

Wm.  Sanford,  Soldiers 

60  OO 

Relief  refunded, 

E.  P.  Shaw,  treasurer, 

3 00 

Armory  rent, 

200  OO 

Town  of  East  Douglas, 
Town  of  Dudley,  Sol- 
diers Relief  to  E.  W. 

80  OO 

Bracket, 

G.  A.  Munroe,  support 

46  OO 

of  R.  C.  Munroe, 

G.  A.  Munroe,  dis- 

169 46 

count  on  pauper  bills, 
Overseers  of  the  poor, 

59  73 

aid  to  paupers, 

50  00 
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State  of  Mass.,  trans- 
portation of  State 
paupers, 

$ 1 80 

Support  of  State  pau- 
pers, 

277  43 

Burial  of  State  paupers, 

15  00 

Temporary  support  of 
State  paupers, 

137  64 

Corporation  tax, 

1,902  02 

National  Bank  tax, 

486  61 

Military  Aid,  Chapter 
279,  Acts  of  1889, 

285  00 

State  Aid,  Chapter  301, 
Acts  of  1889, 

1,186  00 

Soldiers  burial, 

70  00 

Cash  received  from  sale 
of  wood  shed  at 
school  house  in  South 
Attleborough, 

7 00 

Cash  received  for  vac- 
cination of  children 
by  town, 

1 00 

Cash  received  from  sale 
of  old  iron,  etc.,  from 
bridge  at  South  Attle- 
borough, 

6 82 

Albert  Fuller,  clerk, 
Court  fines, 

1,250  00 

A.  R.  Wright,  sheriff, 
Court  fines  and  ex- 
penses, 

32  56 

Josiah  A.  Hunt,  keep- 
er of  jail,  fines  and 
expenses, 

50  00 
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Dec.  31.  J.  O.  Tiffany,  tuition, 
Text  books  and  sup- 
plies, 

Error  in  bills, 


Total  amount  received  for  1895, 
and  cash  on  hand  January, 

1895, 


$344  00 

6 58 
18  70 

$10,039  98 


$239,257  23 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid. 
June  7. 


July  12. 


30. 


Oct.  23. 


Nov.  29. 


Notes. 

First  National  Bank  of 
Attleborough,  note 
dated  Jan.  5,  1895,  at 
3 1-2  per  cent, 
Attleboro  Savings  and 
Eoan  Association, 
note  dated  April  29, 
1895,  at  4 Per  cent, 
First  National  Bank  of 
Attleborough,  note 
dated  December  6, 

1894,  at  4 per  cent, 

R.  E.  Day  & Co., 

note  dated  July  24, 

1895,  for  3 months  at 
3 per  cent, 

New  England  Trust 
Company,  note  dated 
June  7,  1895,  for  6 
months  at  2 7-8  per 
cent, 


$15,000  00 


5,000  00 


30,000  00 


20,000  00 


25,000  00 


-$95,000  00 
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Paid. 
Mar.  28. 


J une  7 . 


June  8. 


July  12. 


Interest. 


Boston  Safe  Deposit  & 
Trust  Company,  in- 
terest on  bonds  due 
April  1,  1895, 
Provident  Institution 
for  Savings  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  in- 
terest for  six  months 
on  note  of  $20,000, 
dated  Dec.  28,  1894, 
at  3 per  cent, 

R.  L.  Day  & Co.,  in- 
terest for  6 months 
on  note  of  $25,000, 
dated  June  7,  1895, 
at  2 7-8  per  cent, 
First  National  Bank  of 
Attleboro,  interest 
from  May  5,  1895,  to 
June  7,  1895,  on  note 
of  $15,000,  dated  Jan. 
5,  1895, 

Attleboro  Savings  and 
Doan  Association,  in- 
terest for  73  days  on 
note  of  $5,000,  dated 
April  29,  1895,  at  4 
per  cent, 


$1,500  00 


300  00 


365  37 


45  21 


40  55 
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July  24. 


25- 


30- 


Sept.  25. 


Nov.  29. 


R.  F.  Day  & Co.,  in- 
terest for  3 months 
on  note  of  $20,000, 
dated  July  24,  1895, 
at  3 per  cent, 
Attleboro  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co.,  inter- 
est from  January  1, 
1895,  to  July  1,  1895, 
on  note  of  $3,000, 
dated  Sept.  1,  1888, 
at  4 per  cent, 

Interest  from  January 
1,  1895,  to  July  1, 
1895,  on  note  of  $3,- 
000,  dated  Dec.  10, 
1890,  at  4 per  cent, 
First  National  Bank  of 
Attleboro,  interest 
from  June  9,  1895,  to 
July  29,  1895,  on 

note  of  $30,000,  dated 
Dec.  6,  1894,  at  4 per 
cent, 

Boston  Safe  Deposit  & 
Trust  Company,  in- 
terest on  bonds  due 
October  1,  1895, 
Provident  Institution  for 
Savings  in  the  Town 
of  Boston,  interest 
for  6 months  on  note 
of  $20,000,  dated 
Dec  28,  1894,  at  3 
per  cent, 


$150  00 


60  00 


60  00 


166  67 


700  00 


300  00 


$ 3,687  80 
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Bonds. 


Paid. 

Mar.  21.  Boston  Safe  Deposit  & 
Trust  Company,  bonds 
due  April  i,  1895, 


$ 40,000  00 


Miscellaneous. 


Paid. 


Oct.  3. 

George  F.  Pratt,  treas- 

urer, County  tax  for 

1895, 

$7>°3i  50 

Nov.  22. 

John  T.  Bates,  treas- 

urer of  Sinking  Fund, 

1,400  00 

Dec.  31. 

Treasurer  of  the  State 

of  Mass.,  druggist  li- 

cense, 

25 

State  tax, 

2,760  00 

National  Bank  tax, 
Assessment  account, 

754  87 

abolition  of  grade 
crossings, 

983 13 

Interest  account,  abol- 

ition of  grade  cross- 
ings, 

117  98 

Amount  paid  Water 
Department  by  vote 
of  the  town  April  13, 

1895,  7,325  00 

State  Aid,  under  Chap- 
ter 301,  Acts  of  1889,  1,456  00 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


53 


Dec.  31.  Military  Aid,  under 
Chapter  279,  Acts  of 
1889, 

Deborah  Starkey  fund, 
Bills  approved  by  the 
Selectmen, 


$502  00 
27  00 

78,087  84 

$100,445  57 


Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1896, 
Total  amount  expended  for  the  year 
1895,  and  cash  on  hand, 


$123  86 
$239,257  23 


Outstanding  Bonds  and  Notes. 


JANUARY  I,  1896. 


Bonds  due  April,  1897, 

North  Attleborough’s  proportion  of 
bonds, 

Attleborough’s  proportion  of  bonds, 

Attleborough  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  note  dated 
Sept.  1,  1888, 

Attleborough  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  note  dated 
Dec.  10,  1890, 

First  National  Bank  of  Attle- 
borough, note  dated  July  29, 
1895,  at  4 per  cent, 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings 
in  the  Town  of  Boston,  note 
dated  Dec.  28,  1894,  at  3 per 
cent, 

First  National  Bank  of  Attleboro, 
note  dated  Jan.  13,  1896, 


$35,000  00 

$12,974  50 
22,025  5° 

$35,000  00 

$3,000  00 
3,000  00 

30.000  00 

20.000  00 
3,000  00 


$59,000  00 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT.— 1896. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1896, 
Wm.  J.  Luther,  Water  Registrar, 
Appropriation  made  by  the  town 
April  13,  1895, 

Total  amount  received  for  the  year 
1895,  and  cash  on  hand  Janu- 
ary 1,  1895, 


$11,685  64 

$14,329  57 

7,325  00 

$21,654  57 


$33,340  21 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid 


Interest. 

First  National  Bank  of  At- 
tleboro, interest  on  bonds 
due  1895,  $6,400  00 

Boston  Safe  Deposit  and 
Trust  Company,  interest 
on  bonds  due  1895,  3,600  00 

Interest  on  registered  bonds 

due  1895,  400  00 

$10,400  00 


fliscellaneous. 

Mar.  21.  John  T.  Bates,  treas- 
urer of  Sinking  fund 
of  W ater  Depart- 
ment, 


$4,650  00 
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Dec.  31.  Bills  approved  by  the 
Selectmen,  Mainte- 
nance account, 

Construction  account, 

Cash  on  hand  January 
1,  1896, 

Total  amount  expended 
for  the  year  1895,  and 
cash  on  hand, 


$6,434  28 
5>3°8  41 

$16,392  69 

6,547  52 


#33,34°  21 


Outstanding  Bonds. 


JANUARY  I,  1896. 


4 

7 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 


per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 
per  cent  bonds 


due 

Jan., 

1902, 

$20,000 

00 

due 

Jan., 

1904, 

40,000 

00 

due 

Oct. , 

1912, 

20,000 

00 

due 

Sept. 

1915, 

12,000 

00 

due 

Jan., 

1919, 

20,000 

00 

due 

Jan., 

1921, 

18,000 

00 

due 

Oct., 

1922, 

25,000 

00 

due 

July, 

1923, 

35, 000 

00 

due 

July, 

1924, 

40,000 

00 

$230,000  00 
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RECAPITULATION, 


Town  Bonds. 


4s  A.  & O.,  due  April  i,  1897, 
Deduct  North  Attleboro’s  propor- 
tion of  bonds, 

Bonded  debt  January  1,  1896, 
Floating  debt, 

Total  debt,  January  1,  1896, 
Sinking  Fund  Assets, 

Balance,  net  debt, 


$35,000  00 
12,974  50 


$22,025  5° 
59,000  00 

$81,025  50 
21,827  98 

$59,197  52 


Water  Department. 


BONDS. 


4s  A.  & 0. 

,,  due  Oct.  1 

, 1902, 

$20,000 

00 

7s  J-  & J-, 

due  January  1,  1904, 

40,000 

00 

4s  A.  & 0. 

, due  Oct.  1 

, 1912, 

20,000 

00 

4s  S.  & M. 

, due  Sept. 

1,  1915, 

12,000 

00 

4s  J-  & J-, 

due  Jan.  1, 

1919, 

20,000 

00 

4s  J-&  J-, 

due  Jan.  1, 

1921, 

18,000 

00 

4s  A.  & O. 

, due  Oct.  1 

, 1922, 

25,000 

00 

4s  J-  & J.. 

due  July  1, 

1923, 

35,ooo 

00 

4s  J.  & J., 

due  July  1, 

1924, 

p 

0 

0 

0 

00 

Bonded  debt,  January, 

1896, 

$ 

Sinking  Fund  assets, 

25,758  14 


Balance,  net  debt, 


$204,241  86 
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Total  bonded  debt  of  the  Town 
and  Water  Department,  less 
North  Attleboro’s  proportion 
of  bonds, 

Floating  debt  of  the  Town  and 
Water  Department, 

Total  debt  of  Town  and  Water  De- 
partment, January,  1896, 

Sinking  Fund  assets  of  Town  and 
Water  Department, 

Balance,  net  debt  of  Town  and 
Water  Department, 


$252,025  50 
59,000  00 

$311,025  50 
47,586  12 


$263,439  38 


JOHN  T.  BATES, 

Treasurer. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


OF  THE 

Town  of  Attleborough, 


MHSS. 


REPORT  OF  SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS.— 1896. 


Dr. 


1896. 

To  cash  received  from  Town 
Treasurer,  from  January,  1886, 
to  January,  1895,  as  per  last 
report, 

To  cash  received  from  Town 
Treasurer,  from  January  1, 
1895,  to  January  1,  1896, 

To  cash  received  for  interest  from 
January,  1886,  to  January, 

1895,  as  per  last  report, 

To  cash  received  for  interest  from 
January,  1895,  to  January, 

1896, 


$46,200  00 


1,400  00 


13,561  83 


D570  65 

$62,732  48 


Cr. 

1896. 

January. 

By  amount  invested  on  mortgages 

of  real  estate,  $17,650  00 

By  Attleboro’s  proportion  of  bonds 
paid  July,  1894,  and  April  1, 

^95,  40,904  50 

By  cash  on  hand,  4,177  98 


$62,732  48 
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Water  Department. 


Dr. 


1896. 

To  cash  received  from  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners  of  Attle- 
boro Fire  District  No.  1, 
Received  mortgages  of  Real  Es- 
tate from  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners of  Attleboro  Fire 
District  No.  1, 

To  cash  received  from  Town 
Treasurer  from  March  29, 
1893,  to  January  1,  1895,  as 
per  last  report, 

To  cash  received  from  Town 
Treasurer  from  January  1, 
1895,  to  January  1,  1896, 

To  cash  received  for  interest  from 
March  29,  1893,  to  January  1, 

1895,  as  per  last  report, 

To  cash  received  for  interest  from 
January  1,  1895,  to  January  1, 

1896, 


$2,392  33 


9,000  00 


7,000  00 


4,650  00 


1,221  98 


1,493  83 

$25,758  14 


Cr. 


I896. 

January. 

By  amount  invested  on  mortgages 

of  Real  Estate,  $24,150  00 
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By  cash  on  hand,  $1,608  14 

$25,758  14 


SAMUEL  P.  LATHROP,  3 Commissioners 
FRANK  I.  BABCOCK,  [ of 

E.  S.  HORTON,  ) Sinking  Fund. 


JOHN  T.  BATES, 

Treasurer. 


Annual  Report 


OP  THE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  ATTLEBOROUGH, 


MASS. 


ASSESSORS’  REPORT 


RECAPITULATION. 


Number  of  Persons  Assessed. 

On  property,  1,579 

For  Poll  Tax  only,  1,425 

3,004 


Number  of  Polls  Assessed. 

Assessed,  2,277 


Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate. 

Excluding  Resident  Bank  Stock,  $876,532 
Resident  Bank  Stock,  86,875 

$963,407 


Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate. 


Buildings,  $2,529,978 

Land,  1,252,703 

$3,782,681 


Total  valuation  of  Assessed  Estate 
May  1st,  1895, 


$4,746,088 


Tax  for  State,  County  and  Town  Purposes. 

$19,268  14 
75,653  62 
4,554  00 


Personal 

Real, 

Polls, 


199.475  76 
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Rate  on  Taxation,  $20  on  a $1,000. 
Tax  on  each  male,  poll,  $2. 


Number  of  horses, 

781 

“ “ cows, 

603 

“ “ neat  cattle, 

90 

“ “ swine, 

151 

“ “ dwelling  houses, 

1,498 

“ “ acres  of  land, 

15,000 

Appropriations  for  1895. 

School  house  and  lot,  Carpenter 


street,  and  addition  to  High 


School  building, 

$ 5,000 

00 

Cross  walk,  North  Main  Street, 

100 

00 

Soldiers’  Relief,  (balance  of  year) 

2,000 

00 

Ten  Mile  River, 

550 

00 

School  house  in  South  Attleboro, 

3,000 

00 

Medical  attendance  of  paupers, 

300 

00 

Medical  attendance  of  Soldiers’ 

Relief, 

200 

00 

Military  Aid, 

300 

00 

Soldiers’  Relief, 

3,500 

00 

Sidewalks, 

2,000 

00 

Highways  and  bridges, 

8,000 

00 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

1,200 

00 

Educational  Department, 

20,000 

00 

Educational  text  books  and  sup- 

plies, 

1,400 

00 

Educational  incidentals  and  re- 

pairs, 

2,500 

00 

Conveyance  of  school  children, 

840 

00 
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Current  and  incidental, 

$8,000  00 

Public  library, 

1,000  00 

Decorating  graves, 

250  00 

Paupers, 

5,200  00 

Street  lights, 

5.927  52 

Plans  for  engine  house,  Union  St., 

200  00 

Fire  alarm  box, 

125  00 

Express  wagon,  P'ire  Department, 

150  00 

Valuation  list, 

250  00 

Ten  Mile  River, 

100  00 

Record  of  200th  anniversary, 

500  00 

Liquor  law, 

500  00 

Water  Department, 

7.325  00 

Markers  for  graves, 

30  00 

Current  and  incidental,  Fire  De- 

partment, 

4,000  00 

Thacher  Brook  Drain, 

1,000  00 

Appropriations  Required  by  Law. 

State  tax, 

$2,760  00 

County  tax, 

7.°3i  50 

Grade  crossing  at  Hebronville, 

1,101  11 

Town  Sinking  Fund, 

1,400  00 

Interest  on  notes  and  bonds, 

4,250  00 

Total  voted  by  town  and  required 

by  law, 

$ 

#85,447 


$16,542 

101,990 


52 


6l 

13 


A true  copy.  Attest: 


JOHN  THACHER, 
JOHN  M.  KNOWLES, 
JOSEPH  O.  MOWRY, 


Assessors. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

OF  THE 

Town  of  Attleborough, 


TJl’R.SS. 


TAX  COLLECTORS’  REPORT. 


Assessors’  warrant, 

$100,238  76 

Interest, 

42  31 

Taxes  added, 

636  60 

Cr. 

Paid  Town  Treasurer, 

$78,277  00 

Cash  on  hand, 

480  15 

Taxes  abated, 

675  80 

Uncollected  taxes, 

21,484  72 

$100,917  67 


$100,917  67 


J.  O.  MOWRY, 

Collector. 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  i,  1896, 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith  submit  a summary  of  my  year’s  work,  for 
the  year  ending  January  1,  1896: 

Dr. 


Committed. 

$ 18  63  Fire  District. 

540  83—1892. 

4,476  67—1893. 

19,830  79—1894. 


Interest. 

$ 22  90 — 1892. 
253  60—1893. 
599  99—1894. 


$24,866  92,  Total. 


$876  49,  Total. 
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Cr. 

Uncollected. 

Collected.  Abated. 

$ 92  85—1892. 

$ 18  63  FireDist. 
$ 251  35—1892.  219  53—1892. 

486  72 — 1893.  3,56l  47 — 1893.  682  08 — 1893 


2,959  81—1894. 

16,404  71 — 1894.  1,066  26 — 1894. 

$3,539  38,  Total. 

$20,217  53,  Total.  $1,986  50,  Total. 

Dr. 

Grand  Totals. 

Cr. 

$24,866  92  Total  Commit’d.  $ 3,539  38  Total  Uncol’ct’d. 

876  49  Total  Interest.  20,217  53  Total  Collected. 
1,986  50  Total  Abated. 


$25,743  41 

$25,743  41 

Paid  John  T.  Bates,  Town  Treasurer  $20,217  53  to 
balance  total  collections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  M.  HOLMAN, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 


Annual  Report 


of  THE 

OVERSEERS  Of  TRE  POOR 


TOWN  OF  ATTLEBOROUGH, 


MASS. 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Attle- 
borough for  the  Year  Ending  January  i,  1896. 

Dr. 


To  amount  of  annual  appropria- 


tions, 

$5,200  00 

To  amount  for  medical  attendance, 
Received  from  State  for  support  of 

300  00 

paupers, 

Received  from  cities,  towns  and 

43i  87 

individuals, 

Received  from  guardians  of  Ruth 

488  88 

C.  Monroe, 

Received  on  account  of  D.  A. 

169  46 

Swift, 

Received  from  G.  A.  Monroe  & 

42  71 

Co.,  discounts  on  pauper  bills, 
Cr. 

59  73 
$ 

By  amount  bills  paid  by  Town  Treasurer : 

Groceries, 

$1,410  49 

Lunatic  hospitals, 

1,888  96 

Cities  and  towns, 

434  97 

Salaries  of  Overseers, 

407  93 

Physicians  and  nursing, 

500  75 

Burials, 

40  00 

Boots,  shoes  and  clothing, 

105  65 

Transportation, 

34  12 

78 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Office  Expenses, 

$ 38  05 

Wood  and  coal, 

222  78 

Rents, 

336  5° 

Meat, 

89  00 

Milk, 

44  15 

Board  outside  of  Alms-house, 

102  57 

Miscellaneous, 

66  10 

Salary  of  Superintendent  of  Alms- 

house, 

350  00 

Grain  and  supplies,  Alms-house, 

256  28 

Horses  for  Town  farm, 

275  00 

Unexpended  balance, 

95  35 

$6,692  65 


Alms=house  Account. 

Dr. 

To  hay,  stock,  farming  tools, 
household  furniture,  etc.,  ap- 
praised January,  1,  1895, 

Cash  paid  by  Town  Treasurer  on 
vouchers, 

Cash  paid  by  Superintendent, 

Total  expenditures, 


Cr. 

By  appraisal  of  personal  property 
January  1,  1896, 

Receipts  by  Superintendent, 
Expense  of  supporting  Alms-house, 


$1,722  85 

$875  28 
767  87 

$1,643  15 
$3,366  00 


$D995  85 

$77!  16 
598  99 


$3,366  00 
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Number  of  inmates  at  Alms-house 


Dec.  31,  1895, 

5 

Average  weekly  number, 

4 1-2 

Average  weekly  cost  per  inmate, 

$2  58 

Expenditures  in  Detail  of  Maintaining  the 

Alms=house. 

Cash  paid  for  grain, 

$269 

57 

Provisions, 

316 

40 

Seed  and  fertilizer, 

74 

01 

Blacksmithing, 

59 

00 

Dabor, 

95 

50 

Dumber  and  repairs, 

42 

69 

Coal, 

28 

7i 

Medicines, 

1 

45 

Car  fare, 

2 

00 

Clothing,  shoes,  etc., 

28 

22 

House  furnishing  goods,  etc., 

72 

35 

Stock, 

293 

00 

Sundries, 

10 

25 

Salary  of  Superintendent, 

350 

00 

#1,643 15 

Cash  in  hands  of  Superintendent, 

3 29 

$1,646  44 

Cash  received  for  milk, 

1354  26 

Eggs, 

77 

34 

Potatoes, 

50 

50 

Geese, 

46 

00 

Vegetables, 

40 

04 

Pork, 

5 

00 

Chickens, 

6 

40 
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Calf, 

Hay, 

Labor, 

Board, 

Wood, 

Town  Treasurer, 


Amounts  due  from  cities  and 
towns, 

Amount  due  from  State  of  Mass., 


$ 5 °o 
7 oo 
io  62 
18  00 
151  00 

$77I  16 

875  28 

$1,646  44 

$518  46 
200  00 

$718  46 


ELIJAH  R.  READ, 
WM.  H.  GOFF, 

G.  B.  FITTZ, 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Annual  Report 


of  THE 


BOARD  OF  ERGIflEERS 


OF  THE 


Fire  Department. 


ENGINEERS’  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Attleboro: 

The  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department  here- 
with submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec. 
3D  1895. 


Force  of  the  Department. 

The  department  consists  of  a Chief  Engineer,  two  As- 
sistant Engineers,  twenty-four  regular  and  six  substitute 
hosemen,  twelve  regular  and  four  substitute  hook  and  lad- 
der men  and  five  fire  police,  all  located  in  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

A volunteer  Hose  Company  of  twelve  men  at  Farmers 
Village  and  a volunteer  double  company  (hook  and  ladder 
and  hose)  of  thirty-seven  men  located  at  South  Attleboro. 


Roll  of  the  Department.. 

Board  of  Engineers. 

Hiram  R.  Packard,  Chief  Engineer. 

Edward  A.  Sweeney,  Assistant  Engineer  and  Clerk. 
George  O.  Wilmarth,  Assistant  Engineer. 


D.  H.  Smith  Hose  Company  No.  i. 
South  Main  Street. 

Chas  E.  Riley,  Foreman.  Chas  Bowen,  Hoseman. 
E.  B,  Hill,  Ass’t  Foreman.  Sam’l  McCartney,  “ 
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B.  Bullock,  Clerk. 

E.  E.  Culver,  Hoseman. 

E.  V.  Hicks,  Hoseman. 

C.  Atwell, 

M.  S.  Millard, 

Fred  Wilmarth,  “ 

Frank  Smith, 

E.  H.  Briggs, 

Frank  V.  Stearns,  J 

Herbert  Hicks,  > Substitutes. 
Charles  Walton,  j 


Union  Hose  Company  No.  2. 
Dunham  Street. 


Geo.  E.  Morton,  Foreman. 
James  Peers,  Ass’t  Foreman 
and  Clerk. 

Arthur  A.  Guild,  Hoseman. 
Joseph  Ellis, 

Albert  Parker, 

Edward  Chapman,  “ 


George  Eee,  Hoseman. 
James  Rushton, 

George  White,  “ 

Arthur  Briggs,  “ 
Henry  Gardner, 

Thomas  Stevenson,  “ 


Lewis  Goff,  J 

Chas. Rockwell,  j-  Substitutes. 

Sidney  Burton,  ) 


Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  i. 
Dunham  Street. 


0.  W.  Hawkins,  Foreman. 
F.  C.  Gray,  Ass’t  Foreman. 

1.  F.  Mott,  Clerk. 

W.  C.  Dix,  Ladderman. 
A.  S.  Blackinton,  Jr.,  “ 

E.  F.  Young, 


J.  E.  Pagney,  Ladderman. 
C.  E.  Streeter,  “ 

Eugene  Cole,  “ 

Fred  Miller,  “ 

S.  C.  Blaney, 

G.  B.  Austin,  “ 


A.  E.  French, 
Harry  Allen, 
F.  L.  Bellows, 
George  Nash, 


Substitutes. 
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Hose  Company  No.  3. 

Farmers’  Village. 

Edgar  Tregoning,  Foreman.  James  Waldron,  Ass’tF’man. 
J.  H.  Hatton,  Clerk. 

Volunteer  Company  of  twelve  men. 


Hose  Company  No.  4. 

South  Attleboro. 

Jas.  W.  Orr,  Foreman,  M.  Clarkson,  Ass’t  Foreman. 

Alexander  Fletcher,  Clerk. 

Volunteer  Company,  (Hook  and  Ladder  and  Hose) 
thirty-seven  men. 


Fire  Police. 

Seth  R.  Briggs,  Captain. 

Fred  Goff,  Dexter  E.  Newell, 

Thomas  Gilroy,  Irving  G.  Simpson. 


Salaries. 

Chief  Engineer,  $250;  Assistant  Engineers,  $75  each. 
Members  of  Hook  and  Ladder  and  Hose  Companies,  $50 
each. 


Apparatus. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Department  consists  of  one  two- 
horse  Hook  and  Ladder  truck  with  three  hundred  feet  of 
ladders  and  fully  equipped  with  all  the  other  necessary 
tools.  Two  one-horse  hose  carriages  with  thirty-seven 
hundred  feet  of  cotton  hose  in  good  condition  and 
fully  equipped  with  other  tools.  One  nev  four-wheeled 
supply  wagon.  All  located  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
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One  hand  ho.se  reel  with  six  hundred  feet  of  cotton 
hose  in  poor  condition  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of 
leather  hose,  located  at  Farmers  Village. 

One  hand  hose  reel  with  five  hundred  feet  of  cotton, 
hose  in  good  condition,  and  one  hundred  feet  of  cotton  hose 
in  poor  condition,  and  one  two-horse  Hook  and  Laddea 
truck  fairly  equipped,  located  at  South  Attleboro. 


Horses. 

The  Department  has  the  use  of  four  horses,  two  owned 
by  the  town  and  used  on  the  streets  by  the  Highway  De- 
partment and  two  hired  by  contract  with  L.  Taylor. 


Fire  Alarm. 

The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  system  is  in  use  and  is  in 
good  working  order,  and  consists  of  the  following  appa- 
ratus: Seven  miles  No.  14  copper  wire,  eighteen  miles  of 

No.  9 galvanized  iron  wire,  two  galvanometers,  one  switch- 
board and  seventy-five  jars  in  battery  room,  one  steam 
gong  on  pumping  station,  South  Attleboro,  one  indicator 
at  each  of  the  South  Main  and  Dunham  Street  engine 
houses,  one  striker  in  belfry  of  Universalist  Church,  six 
tappers  located  as  follows:  Residence  of  Chief  Packard, 

residence  of  Captain  O.  W.  Hawkins  and  residence  of  T. 
Taylor.  Shops  of  W.  H.  Wilmarth  & Co.,  W.  & S. 
Blackinton  and  Packard  & Swift.  Seven  tappers  in  resi- 
dences and  owned  by  members  of  the  Department.  Twenty 
five  fire  alarm  boxes. 

The  additions  and  improvements  now  in  process  of 
construction  by  the  town  will  greatly  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  system. 
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Houses. 

The  department  houses  are  located  as  follows:  South 

Main  Street,  occupied  by  Hose  Co.  No.  1,  in  very  good 
condition;  Dunham  Street,  occupied  by  Hose  Co.  No.  2, 
Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  1,  and  Fire  Alarm  headquarters 
in  very  poor  condition  and  is  not  and  never  was  adapted 
for  the  use  of  a fire  department. 

At  each  of  these  houses  members  of  the  department 
sleep  nights,  and  being  connected  by  Telephone  with  the 
Chief  Engineer’s  house  and  the  regular  telephone  circuit 
they  are  able  to  answer  promptly  any  night  calls.  House 
at  South  Attleboro  occupied  by  Hose  Company  No.  4, 
(double  company)  being  almost  new,  is  in  very  good  con- 
dition. House  at  Farmer’s  Village,  occupied  by  Hose  Co. 
No.  3,  is  owned  by  Attleboro  Steam  and  Electric  Light 
Company. 

Permanent  Improvements. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  the  following  ad- 
ditions to  the  property  of  the  Department:  Twelve  rubber 

coats  to  Hose  Co.  No.  3.,  one  play  pipe,  supply  wagon, 
South  Attleboro  engine  house  sheathed,  and  Fire  Alarm 
box  63  located  at  corner  of  Park  and  Forest  Streets. 


Fires. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  eighteen  alarms 
and  fires  and  while  several  of  them  were  in  very  bad  local- 
ities we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  record  a very  small  loss  for 
the  year. 

Jan.  22.  At  11:30  p.  m.  fire  was  discovered  on  roof  of 
R.  R.  depot  at  Dodgeville.  The  telegraph  operator  sent 
a dispatch  to  the  Center  and  Chief  Packard  with  Hose  Co. 
No.  2 responded,  but  the  fire  was  extinguished  before  they 
arrived  there.  No  damage. 
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Mar.  23.  Alarm  from  Box  6 at  5:10  A.  m.  called  the 
department  to  the  brick  building  corner  of  Park  street  and 
Railroad  avenue,  owned  by  the  Attleborough  Savings  and 
Loan  Association  and  occupied  by  Hicks  & Atwell,  meat 
market,  S.  P.  Clark,  apothecary,  and  Public  Library  on 
ground  floor,  First  National  Bank,  Town  offices  and  office 
of  Savings  and  Loan  Association  on  second  floor,  and 
Masonic  Hall  on  upper  floor.  The  fire  was  located  in  the 
cellar  and  was  a hard  one  to  fight.  At  5:30  a second  alarm 
for  additional  help  was  sent  in.  The  recall  was  sounded 
at  8:30,  but  a detail  of  eight  men  were  kept  on  the  ground 
until  11:00  o’clock.  Loss,  $5,938  00.  Insured.  Cause 
of  fire  unknown. 

Mar.  31.  Brush  fire  near  Rhode  Island  line.  No 
alarm  given  in  Attleboro.  The  Pawtucket  department 
was  called  out,  but  the  fire  was  under  control  before  they 
reached  it.  No  loss. 

Apr.  6.  An  alarm  from  Box  6 at  6:25  A.  m.  called  the 
department  to  the  Briggs  House,  South  Main  Street, 
owned  and  occupied  by  S.  R.  Briggs.  Fire  was  caused  by 
an  overheated  stove  in  the  laundry  attached  to  the  hotel 
and  was  extinguished  before  the  arrival  of  the  department. 
No  damage. 

Apr.  7.  A still  alarm  at  5:15  p.  m.,  called  the  members 
of  Hose  Co.  No.  2 to  a chimney  fire  in  a house  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Patrick  Whalen,  84  Pine  Street.  Extin- 
guished with  the  chemical.  No  damage. 

Apr.  18.  An  alarm  from  Box  25  at  4:05  p.  m.  called 
the  department  to  a fire  in  house  and  barn  owned  by  Pros- 
per Duprez  and  located  on  Tiffany  Street,  Dodgeville.  The 
barn  was  totally  destroyed  and  the  house  burned  on  roof 
and  jet.  Cause  of  fire  unknown.  Loss,  $550;  insured. 

Apr.  19.  An  alarm  from  Box  39  at  2:05  p.  m.,  called 
the  department  to  a brush  fire  on  the  property  of  Lucius 
Dean  on  the  Deantown  road.  No  damage. 


ANNUAL,  RKPORT. 


89 


Apr.  23.  A lunch  cart,  the  property  of  Henry 
Heather  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  as  he  was  returning 
home  at  up.  m.  from  his  stand,  corner  of  Park  and  Bank 
Streets.  Cause  of  fire,  explosion  of  kerosene  lamp.  Ross, 
$300.  Insured. 

May  1.  An  alarm  from  Box  71  at  10:08  A.  M.  called 
the  department  to  a fire  in  building,  42  Pleasant  Street, 
owned  by  G.  D.  King  & Son,  and  occupied  by  The  Daily 
Sun,  P.  E.  Wetherell,  J.  E.  Mattison  and  G.  D.  King  & 
Son.  Fire  originated  from  explosion  of  a kerosene  lamp 
in  press  room  of  The  Daily  Sun,  but  was  quickly  extin- 
guished on  arrival  of  department.  Eoss,  $183.  Insured. 

June  8.  An  alarm  from  Box  36  at  9:30  A.  m.,  called 
the  department  to  a fire  in  a rubbish  heap  on  vacant  lot 
rear  of  J.  E.  Sweet’s  house,  Bank  Street.  No  loss. 

June  10.  An  alarm  from  Box  9 at  10:45  p-  M*>  called 
the  department  to  a small  fire  in  shed  attached  to  house, 
No.  90  Pine  Street,  owned  by  Emily  Wilson  and  occupied 
by  J.  N.  B.  White.  Caused  by  clothing  hanging  on  par- 
tition catching  fire  from  a kerosene  lamp.  No  damage. 

July  19.  An  alarm  from  Box  16  at  9:45  A.  M.  followed 
shortly  after  by  a second,  called  the  department  in  South 
Attleboro,  and  Hose  Co.  No.  1 from  the  centre,  to  a fire  in 
a barn  owned  and  occupied  by  Charles  Phillips  and  situ- 
ated on  Rockland  Avenue,  South  Attleboro.  There  being 
no  hydrants  in  that  section  of  the  town  but  little  water 
could  be  had  and  the  barn  was  totally  destroyed  and  only 
the  lack  of  a breeze  saved  the  house.  Eoss,  $1,700.  No 
insurance. 

Sept.  30.  At  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  fire  totally  destroyed 
the  old  Eincoln  Tavern  situated  at  Briggs’  Corner.  The 
building  was  owned  by  G.  A.  Worrall  and  occupied  by 
Arthur  Reynolds.  The  property  was  taxed  for  $500  00, 
but  no  statement  of  the  loss  could  be  obtained.  There  was 
no  alarm  given  in  the  centre  for  this  fire. 
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Oct.  ii.  An  alarm  from  Box  39  at  11:30  a.  m.  called 
the  department  to  a brisk  fire  in  the  old  mill  building, 
Deantown,  owned  by  H.  M.  Daggett  and  the  Dean  heirs 
and  occupied  by  George  Carlisle  as  a laundry.  Cause  of 
fire,  explosion  of  a gasolene  tank.  Doss,  $250.  Partial 
insurance. 

Dec.  9.  An  alarm  from  Box  9 at  1:45  p-  M-  called  the 
department  to  a slight  fire  in  shop  of  Daggett  & Clap  in 
Bates  building.  Cause  of  fire,  overheating  of  a box  of 
celluloid  combs.  No  damage. 

Dec.  17.  At  3:20  p.  m.  Hose  Co.  No.  4 was  called  by 
still  alarm  to  a chimney  fire  in  a shanty  situated  on  Boston 
Pike,  South  Attleboro,  owned  and  occupied  by  John  Don- 
lan.  Extinguished  with  chemical.  No  damage. 

Dec.  24.  A11  alarm  from  Box  6 at  11:40  p.  m.  called 

the  department  to  a fire  in  tenement  house,  rear  of  16 
North  Main  Street,  owned  by  George  N.  Crandall  and  oc- 
cupied by  two  families.  This  was  a very  stubborn  fire  to 
fight,  as  it  was  all  located  in  the  walls  and  ceilings.  Recall 
sounded  at  1:10  A.  m.  Cause  of  fire  sparks  escaping 
through  the  soot  hole  in  chimney.  Doss  on  building,  $475; 
insured.  Doss  on  contents,  $ 200 . No  insurance. 

Dec.  27.  An  alarm  from  Box  6 at  12:10  A.  m.  called 
the  department  to  a supposed  fire  in  the  furniture  store  of 
G.  A.  Sweeney  on  Railroad  Avenue.  Night  Officer  Nerney 
discovered  the  store  filled  with  .smoke  and  rung  in  an  alarm. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  department  it  was  found  to  be  caused 
by  the  closing  of  a damper  in  a stove  in  which  there  was  a 
wood  fire.  No  damage. 


Recommendations. 

We  would  respectfully  submit  for  consideration  the 
following  recommendations: 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


91 


In  view  of  the  large  amount  of  taxable  property  at  risk 
and  the  long  distance  from  any  present  fire  station  we 
would  recommend  that  a volunteer  Hose  Co.  be  established 
in  the  village  of  Hebronville. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  heating  apparatus  in 
house  of  Hose  Co.  No.  1 be  taken  out  and  replaced  by  one 
that  will  do  the  work  as  originally  intended. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  town  purchase  one 
thousand  feet  of  cotton  hose. 

We  believe  it  would  be  economy  for  the  town  and 
would  recommend  that  the  town  employ  one  permanent 
man  who  shall  have  entire  care  of  the  houses  of  the  de- 
partment and  also  the  fire  alarm  system. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  town  require  the  Elec- 
tric R.  R.  Co.  to  place  proper  guard  wires  over  their  trolley 
wire  the  entire  length  of  that  trolley  in  this  village. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  town  rebate  to  the 
volunteer  members  of  this  department  the  amount  paid  by 
them  for  poll  taxes. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  horses  used  by  the 
Hose  Companies  be  not  allowed  to  be  worked  outside  a 
half-mile  limit  from  the  Center. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  Electric  R.  R.  Co.  be 
required  to  transport  firemen  going  to  and  from  a fire  free 
of  charge. 

In  closing  our  report  we  would  add  that  our  aim  has 
been  to  not  only  promptly  extinguish  fires  that  may  have 
started,  but  we  have  also  taken  steps  to  prevent  the  start- 
ing of  them.  During  the  last  year  we  have  made  two  in- 
spections of  factory  buildings,  hotels,  stores  and  cellars, 
one  May  1st  as  required  by  the  Statutes,  and  the  other 
July  2nd.  On  these  inspections  we  found  some  places 
where  if  a fire  had  from  any  cause  got  started  a large 
amount  of  property  and  lives  would  probably  have  been 
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sacrificed.  The  occupants  of  these  premises  allowed  this 
condition  of  things  more  from  neglect  and  ignorance  of  the 
law  than  from  any  wilful  intent  and  with  but  one  exception 
readily  complied  with  the  request  of  the  Board  to  remove 
the  combustible  materials.  If  the  insurance  companies 
would  only  enforce  their  requirements,  or  each  individual 
take  interest  in  the  keeping  of  his  property  free  from  the 
accumulations  of  inflammable  material,  the  danger  of  a fire 
starting  would  be  greatly  lessened,  and  if  perchance  one 
should  be  started  the  absence  of  the  material  would  be  a 
great  assistance  to  the  firemen  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
same.  The  lessons  dearly  learned  by  some  of  our  sister 
towns  should  be  heeded  by  us. 

Hiram  R.  Packard,  Chief  Engineer. 

Edward  A.  Sweeney,  Ass’t  Engineer  and  Clerk. 

George  O.  Wilmarth,  Ass’t  Engineer. 


I 


Annual  Report 

of  THF 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 

OF  THF 

Town  of  Attleborough, 


MHSS, 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Library  in  making  their  annual 
report  are  glad  to  announce  a continued  and  growing  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  the  public  in  this  important  depart- 
ment of  the  town,  and  they  have  endeavored  to  foster  this 
interest  as  far  as  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal  would 
allow. 

Many  citizens  who  assemble  at  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing and  assist  in  making  the  appropriation  for  sustaining 
the  Library,  do  not  realize  the  actual  need  that  exists  for 
an  institution  of  this  kind  and  what  a want  it  is  supplying. 
Of  the  8,000  inhabitants  of  the  town,  2,645,  or  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  entire  population,  take  books  from  the  Library, 
and  when  we  consider  that  few  people  living  in  South  At- 
tleboro, Hebronville  or  Dodgeville  are  included  in  this 
number,  the  demand  for  reading  made  by  the  residents  of 
the  center  of  the  tOvvn  is  astonishing  and  gratifying.  24,213 
books  were  placed  in  circulation  last  year.  To  meet  this 
growing  interest  the  Trustees  have  endeavored  to  improve 
and  enlarge  upon  the  method  of  conducting  the  Library. 
Visits  have  been  made  to  other  libraries  and  experienced 
librarians  have  been  consulted.  Miss  Mattocks,  a resident 
of  Norton  and  a talented  student  at  the  School  for  Libra- 
rians in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  kindly  met  the  Trustees  and 
offered  valuable  suggestions.  Many  of  these  have  already 
been  acted  upon  and  the  new  year  will  find  still  others  in 
vogue. 

Children  whose  parents  agree  to  become  responsible 
for  the  safe  return  of  books  loaned,  are  now  allowed  to  take 
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Juvenile  books  from  the  Library  on  special  cards  of  their 
own.  Following  the  example  of  other  libraries,  the  books 
are  now  placed  in  circulation  without  the  paper  covers 
formerly  used.  We  feel  sure  that  the  uncovered  book  with 
its  attractive  binding  will  be  more  highly  appreciated  and 
consequently  more  carefully  handled. 

A new  catalogue  has  been  issued  during  the  year. 
We  hope  it  is  the  last  one  that  will  ever  be  issued  in  this 
form.  It  is  expensive  and  is  only  complete  for  the  year  in 
which  it  is  published.  The  system  of  a card  catalogue 
used  in  every  large  library  is  much  more  satisfactory,  and 
would  have  been  adopted  but  for  the  larger  outlay  of  time 
and  money  required  in  its  preparation. 

In  the  not  very  distant  future  we  hope  to  have  the 
entrance  to  the  library  room  changed  and  the  cases  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  public  can  have  free  access  to  the  books 
on  the  shelves  and  make  their  own  .selections.  Experi- 
enced advisors  have  told  us  that  a library  is  only  half  a 
library  with  no  reading  and  consulting  room  annexed. 
Acting  on  this  suggestion  we  have  arranged  for  the  new 
year  to  so  change  our  reception  room  that  it  may  be  used 
for  a reading  room  as  well,  and  magazines  and  daily  papers 
will  be  placed  there.  We  have  also  made  arrangements 
to  have  the  Library  opened  every  week  day  between  the 
hours  of  3 and  9 p.  m.  Such  changes  of  course  mean 
additional  expense,  but  we  believe  that  the  benefits  sure 
to  follow  will  be  so  apparent  that  the  public  will  sustain 
us  in  our  action. 

The  fire  in  the  block  in  which  the  Library  is  situated 
damaged  the  books  to  a considerable  extent,  and  we  were 
able  to  collect  $250  from  the  insurance  companies  to  cover 
this  loss. 

160  new  books  were  added  during  the  year  by  pur- 
chase, and  the  following  gentlemen  to  whom  our  thanks 
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are  due  have  contributed  volumes  : Earl  Richards,  H.  O. 

Moore,  Charles  Phillips,  M.  O.  Wheaton,  A.  B.  Folsom 
and  Major  E.  S.  Horton. 

A financial  statement  showing  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  past  year  is  as  follows  : 


Receipts. 


Annual  appropriation,  $ 

1,000  00 

Insurance  money  for  fire  loss, 

250  00 

Expenditures. 

Rent, 

$300  00 

Librarian’s  salary, 

150  00 

Gas, 

37  26 

Insurance, 

25  00 

New  books, 

239  83 

New  catalogues, 

402  17 

Printing, 

40  60 

Re-binding  books, 

29  30 

Labor, 

14  00 

Supplies, 

10  50 

Part  payment,  subscriptions  for  papers, 

1 34 

$1,250  00 

We  recommend  that  the  town  appropriates  the  sum  of 
$1,500  for  the  support  of  the  Library  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  S.  HORTON,  President, 

A.  W.  STURDY, 

M.  E.  ROWE, 

C.  H.  WHEELER, 

C.  L.  WATSON, 

HELEN  W.  METCALF, 
ALICE  M.  WALES, 
ELIZABETH  J.  WILMARTH, 
C.  S.  HOLDEN,  Secretary. 


Annual  Report 


of  THE 

Superintendent  of  Streets 

OF  THF 

Town  of  Attleborough, 


MHSS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Attleboro  : 

I commenced  work  on  the  highway  Mar.  20th,  four 
weeks  earlier  than  the  year  previous,  consequently  they 
were  in  better  shape  to  be  repaired. 

The  first  work  to  be  done  was  to  repair  School  street 
as  it  was  impassable  in  the  Spring  of  the  year.  From  Pine 
to  Hazel  Streets  there  had  been  no  gravel  put  on  the  road. 
Any  one  familiar  with  the  land  adjoining  can  judge  the 
condition  of  the  road  bed.  I put  in  a large  quantity  of  stone 
which  was  near  by,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Bullock.  I bedded 
them  into  the  mud  and  covered  them  with  gravel  which 
Mr.  Bullock  also  furnished  without  cost. 

Below  are  given  the  names  of  streets  where  there  has 
been  considerable  gravel  used  : School,  Pleasant,  Union, 
Pine,  Pearl,  Forest,  County,  Peck,  Bank,  Park,  Highland, 
Mechanics,  Hodges,  South  Main,  North  Main,  Maple, 
Hazel  and  West.  The  largest  quantity  used  on  any  one 
street  was  on  Pleasant  street  where  it  was  needed  very 
much,  and  by  looking  after  it,  it  will  be  some  time  before 
there  will  have  to  be  any  very  great  amount  of  work  done. 
Keeping  a road  in  order  is  as  important  as  putting  it  in 
order. 

South  Main  street  from  Mr.  N.  B.  Lamb’s  .nearly  to 
South  Main  street  crossing  is  in  very  fair  condition,  and 
ought  to  be  extended  to  Park  Square  this  year. 

North  Main  street  has  been  repaired  as  far  as  John 
Bates’  with  the  exception  of  a short  piece  from  Mr.  Mc- 
Clatchey’s  to  Holden  street,  which  ought  to  be  repaired 
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this  year.  The  road  is  worn  out  and  needs  side  ditches 
and  rounding  up  with  gravel. 

There  was  a large  quantity  of  gravel  used  outside  last 
year.  There  ought  to  be  this  year.  There  have  been  a 
number  of  jobs  done  where  it  has  taken  considerable 
gravel.  The  same  amount  ought  to  make  quite  a showing 
in  some  other  direction  this  year.  A portion  of  Ridge  Hill 
road  is  in  bad  shape  and  should  be  repaired  soon. 

There  will  have  to  be  something  done  in  the  South 
part  of  the  town  this  year.  There  are  one  or  two  hills 
that  are  in  bad  shape.  It  was  an  impossibility  to  do  justice 
to  all  needed  repairs.  I believe  in  fixing  where  it  needs  it 
most  and  doing  it  in  a thorough  manner.  Mr.  H.  A. 
Smith  took  charge  of  the  South  part  of  the  town he  told 
me  he  had  used  3,715  loads  of  gravel.  There  have  been 
11,000  loads  of  gravel  put  on  the  highway. 

It  is  as  essential  to  look  after  the  hills  as  any  part  of 
the  highway.  I found  a number  of  hills  badly  washed  be- 
cause of  not  having  side  gutters,  where  if  these  had  been 
it  would  have  saved  considerable  unnecessary  expense. 

The  question  of  good  roads  is  being  agitated  more  and 
more  every  year;  the  people  begin  to  realize  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  good  roads.  There  will  have  to  be 
something  used  other  than  gravel  to  give  satisfaction  as 
long  as  narrow  wheels  are  used  for  heavy  teaming;  they 
are  a road  destroyer;  wide  tires  would  be  a road  maker. 
Every  road  becomes  smooth  by  the  use  of  a roller;  a wide 
tire  would  serve  the  purpose. 

If  farmers  and  teamsters  would  have  wide  tires,  say 
8 inches,  the  wider  the  better,  we  would  have  good  gravel 
roads,  and  not  until  then.  I do  not  know  who  it  would 
benefit  more  than  the  teamsters,  they  could  draw  a greater 
load  with  less  team  and  save  time.  I think  it  would  be 
one  of  the  best  investments  they  could  make.  Two-thirds 
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the  amount  of  money  would  keep  the  roads  in  better  shape. 
Wide  tires  would  save  the  town  hundreds  of  dollars,  be- 
sides having  comparatively  good  roads. 

Last  Spring  I met  on  Pleasant  Street  a four  horse  team 
loaded  with  seasoned  Chestnut;  they  had  to  keep  stopping 
for  the  horses  to  rest.  Two  horses  could  have  drawn  the 
same  load  with  less  exertion  over  a smooth  gravel  road. 
Roads,  when  being  repaired,  want  to  be  left  as  smooth  as 
possible  by  keeping  the  ruts  and  centre  of  the  road  filled 
in  so  the  water  will  run  off  as  soon  as  it  strikes  it. 

When  we  have  a good  under-drainage  and  side  ditches 
and  wide  tires  I think  we  would  see  a decided  change  in 
the  roads. 

I believe  in  using  stone  on  the  road  where  possible,  as 
it  makes  a solid  foundation  and  good  drainage.  I have 
noticed  where  stone  has  been  used  the  road  drys  up  very 
quickly.  There  is  a great  difference  in  gravel,  some  will 
pack  very  readily,  some  will  take  longer,  but  makes  a good 
road  after  it  becomes  firm,  in  fact,  it  makes  a better  road 
than  gravel  that  packs  more  readily.  The  more  loose  the 
gravel  the  more  porous  the  road.  It  does  not  hold  the 
water  and  consequently  makes  a dryer  road. 

I know  some  three  years  ago  there  was  gravel  put  on 
County  Street  by  Mr.  John  Streeter.  I think  it  vvas 
nearly  a year  before  it  became  firm,  but  it  makes  a good 
road.  The  gravel  used  on  North  Main  Street  as  far  as  the 
railroad  crossing,  came  from  Mr.  Watson’s  pit  at  Me- 
chanics. I consider  it  very  good  for  road  purposes,  it  runs 
very  even,  packs  quite  quickly,  makes  a dry  road  and 
wears  well. 

The  road  from  the  crossing  to  Mr.  Phillip  Brady’s  had 
gravel  from  Miss  Sarah  Nerney’s  pit.  It  makes  a good 
road.  Prom  Mr.  Brady’s  to  Mr.  Sheffield’s  put  on  gravel 
as  far  as  angle  in  the  road  just  beyond  the  place. 
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Gravel  put  on  South  Main  Street  was  taken  from  the 
town  bank  which  is  made  up  of  most  everything,  course 
and  fine  gravel,  hard  pan,  sand,  sub-soil,  etc.  If  it  is  prop- 
erly mixed  it  makes  a good  road  as  long  as  it  remains 
smooth  so  the  water  will  run  off  quickly;  as  soon  as  the 
water  is  allowed  to  stand  on  it  it  will  become  muddy  and 
soon  wrear  out.  It  was  hard  work  to  have  every  load  come 
as  you  would  like  to  have  it.  You  can  imagine  what  kind 
of  a road  you  would  have  to  dump  a load  of  hard  pan,  next 
load  sand  and  so  on.  The  wagon  might  be  on  terra  firma, 
hard  telling  where  the  horse  would  be. 

The  last  job  I did  was  on  Railroad  Avenue,  which  has 
been  one  of  the  wrorst  places  in  town  for  years.  It  has  been 
a very  hard  place  to  draw  a load  besides  being  very  un- 
sightly. The  portion  repaired  belongs  to  the  Railroad 
Company,  of  which  fact  I presume  the  greater  portion  of 
our  townsmen  are  not  aware.  Probably  that  is  one  rea- 
son it  has  not  been  fixed.  I do  not  consider  it  any  excuse 
to  have  such  an  eyesore  right  in  the  heart  of  the  town  sim- 
ply because  it  belongs  to  the  Railroad  Company.  I think 
it  is  safe  to  say  three-fourths  of  the  freight  from  the  freight 
house  is  carted  that  way,  besides  thousands  of  tons  of  coal. 
It  was  fixed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  though  some 
thought  the  Railroad  Company  ought  to  have  repaired  it. 
It  was  immaterial  to  them;  they  had  no  use  for  it  and 
I hope  they  will  not  for  some  time  to  come.  I consider  it 
a very  important  thoroughfare. 

There  are  probably  forty  or  forty-five  passenger  trains 
running  through  here  every  day.  Strangers  on  entering 
the  village  usually  take  in  the  sights  and  almost  the  first 
thingthat  strikes  their  eye  is  “Mud  Lake;”  it  wTould  natu- 
rally give  them  a very  bad  impression  of  the  town  ; it  was 
a bad  advertisement.  It  was  fixed  in  a favorable  time 
with  little  expense.  We  buried  a number  of  loads  of  stone 
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out  of  sight,  Mr.  Pierce  and  myself  and  Mr.  Annis  with 
town  team  did  the  greater  part  of  the  work.  If  the 
Railroad  Company  would  fill  in  where  teams  back  up  to 
the  freight  house  I think  it  would  be  appreciated  very 
much.  It  is  in  extremely  bad  shape. 


S.  D.  BUSHEE. 


REPORT 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


TOWN  OF  ATTLEBOROUGH, 


MASS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH— 1895. 


In  closing  its  work  for  the  year  and  rendering  an  ac- 
count of  its  services,  the  Board  deems  it  not  improper  to 
recall  some  of  the  circumstances  attending  its  election  and 
the  efforts  made  at  that  time  to  discredit  its  work  and  un- 
dervalue its  services  to  the  public.  A little  coterie  of  dis- 
gruntled spirits,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  succeeded  in  de- 
feating the  usual  appropriation  for  its  services,  on  the  plea 
that  the  Board  was  more  “ornamental  than  useful.” 

Either  this  statement  was  wholly  false  and  known  to 
be  so,  or  it  was  and  always  has  been  wholly  true.  If  the 
latter,  why  did  one  of  these  same  individuals  secure  the 
services  of  a person  to  advocate  an  increase  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Board  of  Health  no  longer  ago  than  1893, 
at  which  time  he  was  himself  one  of  its  members  ? 

Again,  if  the  “ornamental”  theory  is  correct,  why  is 
it  that  such  a grand  scheme  of  economy — the  withholding 
the  appropriation  of  $100  00,  did  not  earlier  work  its  way 
through  and  into  the  incrusted  mentality  of  the  person 
who  made  himself  so  prominent  in  its  advocacy  ? 

Why,  if  this  magnificent  scheme  originated  with  him 
alone,' did  he,  as  a member  of  the  committee  of  fifteen  in 
1893,  advocate  and  vote  for  an  increase  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  fact  is,  those  who  fathered  and  fostered  this  action 
had  been  in  positions  to  know  that  the  work  of  the  Board 
of  Health  is  always  of  great  importance,  often  arduous  and 
sometimes  attended  with  danger  and,  when  it  may  be 
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added  that  the  champion  of  this  spasm  of  economy  had 
himself  held  public  office  and  was  compensated  therefor, 
at  least,  fully  up  to  the  value  of  the  service  he  rendered,  it 
is  clear  that  the  object  to  be  attained  was  not  altogether 
the  public  good,  nor  in  the  line  of  a commendable  economy. 
The  compensation  usually  voted  was,  of  course,  insignifi- 
cant and  the  withholding  of  the  same  a matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to  the  Board;  but  the  spirit  which  was  manifested 
throughout  the  proceedings  was.  to  say  the  least,  far  from 
commendable,  the  statements  made  far  from  the  truth,  and 
against  such  a spirit  and  such  statements,  in  justice  to 
ourselves  and  our  successors,  we  utter  this  protest. 


Organization. 

The  Board  organized  April  ist,  electing  Charles  S. 
Holden,  Chairman,  and  Edwin  E.  Hale,  Secretary. 


Plumbiog. 

The  first  subject  to  come  before  the  Board  was  plumb- 
ing. J.  W.  Gifford  and  Herbert  E.  Perry,  with  Chas  S. 
Holden,  who  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  constitutes  the  third  member,  were  ap- 
pointed a Board  of  Examiners  of  plumbers. 

The  Board  found  itself  at  the  outset  governed  by  an 
elaborate  system  of  rules  and  regulations,  prepared  by  its 
predecessors,  relative  to  plumbing,  and  as  far  as  possible 
and  expedient  we  have  carried  out  these  regulations. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Board  that  considerable  plumbing  was  being  done  by  out 
of  town  parties  in  a very  imperfect  manner  and  that  in 
some  cases  no  traps  at  all  were  used. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  1894  furnished 
us  with  the  information  that  negotiations  were  in  progress 
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to  secure  the  services  of  an  out  of  town  man  as  inspector 
of  plumbing.  The  present  Board,  recognizing  the  wisdom 
of  such  an  appointment,  met  May  20,  in  joint  session  with 
the  Board  of  Examiners  of  plumbers.  Mr.  Eli  Warded  of 
Taunton,  an  inspector  of  plumbing,  licensed  by  the  State, 
was  present,  and  told  of  the  work  done  in  other  towns  of 
like  population  with  our  own.  He  also  signified  his  wil- 
lingness to  do  the  work  for  this  town  at  a salary  of  $300 
and  car  fare  from  Taunton  to  Attleboro. 

After  carefully  considering  the  matter  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  town  was  at  that  time  liable  to  a fine  of 
fifty  dollars  per  month  unless  such  inspector  be  appointed, 
the  Board  voted  to  appoint  Mr.  Wardell  as  inspector  of 
plumbing  for  one  year.  The  Selectmen  were  asked  to 
concur  with  our  Board,  and  appointed  May  23,  on  which 
date  they  would  meet  the  Board  of  Health  and  discuss  the 
matter.  The  facts  were  clearly  set  before  them  both  by 
the  Board  and  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Gifford  from  the  standpoint 
of  a practical  plumber. 

Their  refusal  to  concur  with  us  in  the  matter  made  it 
impossible  to  proceed  further. 

Strange  to  say  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health 
in  1894  was  the  very  man,  who  as  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  this  year,  vetoed  the  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Health  to  employ  such  an  inspector. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  exigencies  of  the  case  were  so 
much  greater  a few  months  ago  ? 

The  Board  wishes  to  cad  the  attention  of  the  citizens 
to  a few  facts  in  this  relation  and  bases  its  opinion  upon 
the  fact  that,  without  such  an  inspector,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  a plumber  from  doing  any  kind  of  cheap  and  im- 
perfect work,  and  secondly,  upon  the  statement  of  a practi- 
cal plumber  in  this  town,  who,  some  two  years  ago,  dis- 
covered and  repaired  an  opening  directly  into  the  sewer , 
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communicating  with  a sleeping  room  in  which  a child  con- 
tracted diphtheria  and,  together  with  four  other  persons, 
who  are  supposed  to  have  contracted  the  disease  from  this 
child,  died. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  if  this  theory  is  correct,  an 
inspection  of  the  work  done  in  this  case  would  have  saved 
at  least  five  lives. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  expenditure  of  the 
three  hundred  dollars  necessary  to  procure  the  services  of 
a competent  man  would  be  more  than  overbalanced  by  the 
added  security  to  our  people. 


Nuisances. 

Not  the  least,  among  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
in  importance,  is  the  subject  of  nuisances.  Recognizing 
this  fact,  the  present  Board  early  in  the  year  published  a 
notice  in  the  Daily  Sun,  inviting  all  citizens  who  knew  of 
any  nuisance  or  any  condition  which  they  deemed  a nuis- 
ance or  a menace  to  the  public  health  to  notify  the  Board 
in  writing. 

Owing,  doubtless,  to  this  fact  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  have  been  more  cases  of  this  nature  reported  during 
the  past  year  than  in  any  preceeding  year  in  the  history  of 
the  town.  The  Board  has  made  a special  effort  to  remedy 
an  evil  which  we  believe  has  in  the  past  been  the  cause  of 
much  infectious  illness  in  our  town. 

We  have  not  only  made  an  effort  to  respond  immedi- 
ately to  these  calls,  but  in  all  cases  when  possible  and 
necessary  the  full  Board  has  visited  the  place  and  decided 
at  once  upon  a remedy.  We  are  glad  to  say,  that  in  every 
case,  with  one  exception,  we  have  found  a hearty  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  town.  In  one  case 
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we  were  obliged  to  serve  notice  through  an  officer.  The 
result  was  very  satisfactory  and  the  nuisance  effectually 
abated. 

We  would  recommend  and  request  all  citizens  at  any 
and  all  times,  if  they  know  of  anything  of  an  objectionable 
nature  which  comes  properly  under  the  province  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  to  at  once  notify  the  Secretary  in  writing 
and  we  feel  sure  they  will  receive  the  best  efforts  of  the 
Board  to  abate  any  nuisance.  Owners  of  property  are  apt 
to  feel  that  the  Board  of  Health  is  inclined  to  cause  them 
unnecessary  expense.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  their 
intent.  The  best  interests  of  the  town  are  the  best  in- 
terests of  each  individual  and  a hearty  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens  will  result  in  the  greatest  good  to  all. 


Tuberculosis, 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Cattle  it 
will  be  seen  that  of  the  animals  killed  during  the  past  year 
in  town  for  beef  purposes,  twelve  have  been  found  to  be 
afflicted  with  tuberculosis. 

Some  of  these  animals,  apparently  healthy,  have  been 
used  as  milk  producers  and  thus  they  have  been  sowing 
the  seed  of  tuberculosis  in  the  human  body.  The  necessity 
of  thoroughly  eradicating  this  disease  from  cows  used  in 
the  dairy  is  apparent  to  all  thinking  persons,  and  appeals 
particularly  to  us  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

We  wish  it  was  possible  to  require  every  milk  pro- 
ducer to  have  his  herd  examined  by  an  agent  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  with  such  tests  as  they  deem  necessary, 
before  he  is  allowed  to  dispose  of  a single  quart  of  milk, 
and  we  urge  our  representative  in  the  legislature  to  favor 
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such  legislation  as  will  assist  the  Cattle  Commissioners  in 
their  efforts  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 


Contagious  Diseases. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  contagious  disease 
during  the'  past  year,  twenty-eight  cases  only  being  re- 
ported. Nineteen  less  than  in  1894. 

A rigid  quarantine  of  all  persons  suffering  from  any 
disease  of  a contagious  nature  has  been  maintained,  and 
persons  caring  for  these  patients  have  been  quarantined 
also.  The  rules  of  the  Board  prohibiting  from  school  any 
children  having  sore  throats  or  a rash  of  any  kind  may 
have  had  something  to  do  with  the  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  these  cases. 

Full  printed  directions  for  fumigation  of  houses  after 
contagious  disease,  a copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed, 
have  been  in  all  cases  sent  to  the  family,  with  instructions 
that  they  must  be  followed  to  the  letter,  as  soon  as  the 
patient  recovers,  and  in  all  cases  after  death  from  such 
disease.  The  Board  wishes  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of 
carrying  out  these  directions.  The  mere  burning  of  sul- 
phur is  not  a safeguard  and  any  one  depending  upon  it 
need  not  be  surprised  to  find  a fresh  outbreak  after  all 
danger  is  supposed  by  them  past.  A comparison  of  the 
contagious  diseases  as  against  last  year  is  here  shown: 

1894.  1895. 


Diphtheria, 

16 

Diphtheria, 

6 

Scarlet  Fever, 

10 

Scarlet  Fever, 

12 

Measles, 

2 

Measles, 

3 

Typhoid  Fever, 

19 

Typhoid  Fever, 

7 
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Deaths. 


There  occurred  one  hundred  and-thirty-two  deaths  in 
town  during  the  past  year,  or  about  sixteen  to  one  thousand 
of  the  population,  a per  cent  of  about  1.6. 

Of  these  deaths  those  from  contagious  disease  were  as 
follows:  Diphtheria,  2;  Typhoid  Fever,  3. 


C.  S.  Houden,  Chairman, 
C.  E.  Beiss, 

E.  E.  HaeE,  Secretaty, 


Board  of  Health, 
Town  of  Attleboro. 


Deaths  During  1895.  Cause,  Date,  Age,  Sex. 
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Marasmus 
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...Spinal  Meningitis — 
Still  Horn .... 

Injury  to  Head 
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...Cerebral  Softening  .. 

T)irsbf>tis 

. . .Arsenic  Poisoning. . . 
...Cardiac  Paralysis... 

Abscess  of  Liver 

General  Paresis.... 

Senile  Debility 

.Tubercular  Meningitis. 

•jaqraaoaa 

* 

H 

H 

•j3qni3AON 

M H 

M H 

•jaqo:pO 

M Tj- 

P,  H H 

- 

•jaqraaidas 

w ro  m ps 

•;snSnv 

PS  M 

. PS 

- 

•^nf 

cs 

PS 

•aunf 

M N 

•^Bj\r 

1 

H CO  *- 

s 

M M 

qudv 

1 

1 

H 

M 

1 M M M M M M 

•qoaBH 

1 

CO  <N 

1 

2 
2 
2 
I 
I 

' M 

•XjBUjqaa 

M H P 

SMMMMPS 

•XjBnuBf 

MMrOWMMM^MMMMNMMMNMMMMM  MM 

1 “ 

M NM  M M MM  MMMMM  M 

1 o 
1 ^ 

MW  M M M MMMM  M M H MM 

CS 

H 

' 33  1 

o 

M H 

1 CO 
1 M 

HM  w w M 

00 

h 

M 

MM 

O' 

- 

M 

M 

CO 

cs 

*0 

. . .Curvature  of  Spine . . . 

• Hypertrophy  of  Tiver. 

.Progressive  Paralysis. 

Cerebro  Spin’l  Sclerosis 

Shock  fol’ing  Operation 
Chronic  Malaria 

Shock  and  Hemorrhage 

Typhoid  Malaria 

Cancer  of  I,iver 

Exhaustion  after  Shock 
. . .Acute  Melancholia. . . 

• Bronchial  Pneumonia. 

Totals. 

i 

i 

i 

ON 

M M | 

VO 

M 

1 

2 

I 

I 

ri- 

I 

I 

I 

VO 

00 

M M 

in 

| 

s 

1 

IO  | 

- 

o 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES, 


‘spqoj. 

6 

12 

7 

3 

00 

CN 

U9qiU303Q 

- 

M 

U9qiu3Aojq; 

(N  M 

CO 

•jaqcxpo 

- 

- 

•J9qui9;d9g 

cO  m 

"3* 

•;snSny 

t-H  <N 

CO 

•Xpf 

*9unf 

M lO  W 

•Xbjaj 

- 

- 

•iudy 

. CO 

co 

*qojBj\[ 

•iO-etuqo^ 

- 

- 

‘Az‘emiB[ 

W <N 

CO 

disease. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Measles 

Totals 

‘AiriMOOi 


•sp;ox 

6 

12 

3 

7 

00 

Ol 

•;99j;s  2[XIBg 

- 

M 

•:p3j;s  dxxxbxjd9j\[ 

- 

•;33j;s  xixbj\[  q;no§ 

- 

- 

•^39j;s  ^JB^ 

- 

01 

•9UU3AB  pBOJJXB'g 

- 

- 

•parts  pjojuBg 

- 

- 

•p3.I}S  XIBXIIJOH 

- 

- 

•parts  tuBSBajj 

CM 

Ol 

•;39j;s  IXIBXpiXXQ 

- 

- 

•parts  padsorj 

- 

- 

•;93j;s  XJtnOXUJBJ 

- 

- 

•parts  uoxxifp 

CO 

CO 

•ports  adopt 

- 

- 

•oroqajttV  xppxog 

d -nJ- 

•3pXA3SpOQ 

Ol  01  W 

LO 

diskask. 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

Totals 

120 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Office  of 
Board  of  Health. 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  July  i,  1895. 

Rules  for  Disinfection. 

As  soon  as  a case  of  contagious  disease  is  present 
in  a household  the  patient  must  be  placed  in  a room  as  far 
from  the  living  rooms  of  the  family  as  possible,  and  no 
person  other  than  the  physician  and  nurse  must  enter  it. 

All  unnecessary  articles,  both  of  furniture  and  orna- 
ment, should  be  removed  from  the  room  as  soon  as  the  dis- 
ease is  discovered,  in  order  that  the  articles  requiring  dis- 
infection shall  be  as  few  as  possible. 

Any  parent  or  friend  acting  as  nurse  must  change  his 
or  her  clothing  before  associating  with  other  people ; the 
hands  and  the  face  with  the  hair  must  be  disinfected  by 
bathing  in  ^Bichloride  of  Mercury  Solution,  (1  part  to 
3,000) . 

Over  the  doorway  of  the  sick  room  a sheet  constantly 
kept  moistened  with  a solution  of  Bichloride  of  Mercury 
(1  part  to  2,000)  must  be  kept  in  place. 

After  the  recovery  or  death  of  the  patient  all  the  arti- 
cles in  the  sick  room  must  be  destroyed,  or  disinfected  by 
one  of  the  following  methods: 

Boiling.  All  articles  that  can  be  boiled  should  be 
subjected  to  this  process  for  at  least  half  an  hour. 

The  carpet  or  rugs  must,  in  every  instance,  be  re- 
moved from  the  floor  and  taken  to  some  isolated  field,  away 
from  all  houses,  and  be  thoroughly  beaten,  the  surfaces 
thoroughly  swept  and  then  carefully  wiped  over  with  a 
cloth  wet  in  the  Bichloride  of  Mercury  Solution. 

The  mattress  and  pillows  must  be  taken  with  the  car- 
pet, thoroughly  beaten,  brushed  and  wiped  over  with  the 
same  solution. 
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The  floors,  walls,  ceilings,  window  casings,  and  door 
frames,  and  all  furniture,  must  also  be  wiped  over  with 
this  solution. 

The  sick  room  must  be  vacated  and  thoroughly  aired 
for  at  least  forty-eight  hours. 

The  cards  of  warning  on  the  outside  of  houses  must 
not  be  removed  until  permission  is  given  by  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Health. 


^Tablets  for  preparing  the  Bichloride  of  Mercury  Solution  can  be  obtained 
at  the  drug  stores  for  a small  sum.  As  it  is  poisonous  when  taken  internally, 
bottles  containing  the  solution  should  be  marked  and  cared  for. 


Annual  Report 

of  THE 

Inspector  of  Cattle, 

Milk  and  Provisions, 

OF  THE 

Town  of  Attleborough, 


MMSS, 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE,  ITILK 
AND  PROVISIONS. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Attleboro: 

Gentlemen:  I herewith  present  a report  of  the  du- 

ties which  I have  performed  as  inspector  of  milk,  provis- 
ions and  cattle  during  the  past  year. 

I have  issued  twenty-four  milk  licenses  at  fifty  cents 
each,  amounting  to  twelve  dollars,  which  has  been  paid 
into  the  town  treasury. 

The  first  of  every  month  I have  inspected  the  milk  on 
sale  by  these  twenty-four  dealers,  making  a total  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  tests  for  the  year.  Not  one  test 
has  shown  the  milk  below  the  standard  required  by  the 
State. 

I have  physically  examined  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  cattle,  and  of  that  number  have  condemned  thirty  - 
one  as  being  infected  with  the  contagious  disease  known 
as  Tuburculosis  or  Consumption,  and  witnessed  a post 
mortem  and  burial  of  each. 

June  20th,  1894,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature 
compelling  me  to  be  present  at  the  slaughter  of  all  cows 
and  calves  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  which  greatly  increased 
my  duties. 

An  act  has  been  passed  in  January,  1896,  compelling  me 
to  be  present  at  the  slaughter  of  all  swine  in  all  parts  of  the 
town,  which  will  add  still  more  to  my  duties  of  1895,  mak- 
ing the  inspections  at  slaughtering  more  than  double. 
These  inspections  are  not  confined  wholly  to  the  slaughter 
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houses,  but  to  any  individual  who  chooses  to  kill  at  any 
place  and  any  time  he  may  name,  the  inspector  has  to  be 
present  at  the  post  mortem.  During  the  year  I have  wit- 
nessed the  slaughtering  of  forty- two  calves,  twenty-one 
cows,  eight  oxen  and  six  bulls,  and  of  the  above  named, 
have  caused  condemned  and  buried  before  me  twelve. 
The  act  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  Inspector  is  Section 
51  of  Chapter  491  of  the  Acts  of  1894. 


DR.  T.  T.  SWIFT,  D.  V.  S. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


The  auditors  elected  at  the  March  meeting  of  1895, 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  books  and 
reports  of  the  various  officers  of  the  Town,  namely,  Treas- 
urer, Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  Water  Commissioners 
and  Registrar,  Overseers  of  Poor,  Tax  Collectors,  School 
Committee  and  Public  Library,  and  find  that  their  reports 
and  books  agree,  and  that  the  books  are  neatly  and  cor- 
rectly kept. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ORVILLE  P.  RICHARDSON,  ) 

M.  O.  WHEATON,  [ Auditors. 

BENJAMIN  F.  LINDSEY,  ) 
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